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Abstract

The scope of this study is intended to offer an analysis of the specific nature of China's
expanding presence in the Horn of Africa, an area of increasing geopolitical significance. The
study is structured to explore several key dimensions of China's engagement in the region, each
offering unique insights into the broader implications of this involvement. Central to the study is
examining the strategic factors underpinning China's engagement in the Horn of Africa. This
involves a detailed exploration of China's geopolitical objectives in the region. The study looks at
China's efforts to gain access to vital maritime routes, which are crucial for international trade,
particularly in the global shipping and logistics industries.

Additionally, the analysis delves into China's pursuit of natural resources, a significant
driver of its foreign policy and economic expansion. In doing so, the study also considers how
China has sought to establish a strategic foothold in the Horn of Africa. This region holds
substantial importance on the global stage due to its strategic location and resources.

Furthermore, the study deeply probes the motivations behind China's involvement in the
Horn of Africa. This critical examination seeks to align China's regional activities with its broader
foreign policy goals. The analysis includes assessing China's aspirations for economic growth, its
drive to extend diplomatic influence and its pursuit of security interests. This component of the
study is pivotal in understanding not just the ‘'what' and 'the how' of China's actions in the region
but also the 'why' behind these actions. Another vital aspect of the study is the assessment of the
economic implications of China's activities in the Horn of Africa. This segment scrutinizes the
impact of Chinese investments on the region's economic development. It explores how these
investments have influenced trade dynamics and examines the potential challenges and

opportunities they present for local economies. This analysis is crucial for understanding China's



economic footprint in the region and how it affects the financial landscape. The study also
addresses the political implications of China's growing regional influence. This involves a nuanced
analysis of how China's presence is reshaping power dynamics within the Horn of Africa. This
dissertation examines the evolving relations between the countries of the region and China and
assesses the broader implications of these changes for international relations and global power

structures.



Acronyms and Abbreviations

African Union: an intergovernmental organisation consisting of fifty-five African states.
AMISOM: African Union Mission in Somalia

Al-Shabaab: Somali Islamist terrorist group with a Salafist jihadist ideology, created in 2006
during the Ethiopian invasion.

BRI: Belt and Road Initiative.

BRICS nations: Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa
CHEC: China Harbor Engineering Company

Confucius Institutes: Institutes that officially promote the Chinese language and culture all over
the world but serve mainly as platforms for ideological dissemination.

FDI: Foreign Direct Investment
FGS: Federal government of Somalia
FOCAC: Forum on China-Africa Cooperation

G77: 77 nations from the Global South which have banded together to create a forum for
harmonizing their views on global economic issues.

Global South: countries in Latin America, Africa, Oceania, and most of Asia, sharing similar
historical experiences of colonization, economic exploitation, and social marginalization.

HESPI: The Horn Economic and Social Policy Institute
Horn of Africa Region: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia

IGAD: Intergovernmental Authority on Development
IMF: International Monetary Fund
PLA: People's Liberation Army Navy

PRC: People’s Republic of China

ZTE: Zhongxing Telecommunication Equipment Company Limited, a Global Leading
Integrated Communication Information Solution Provider.



Introduction

1. Aims of the thesis

In recent years, China's increasing presence has significantly reshaped the geopolitical
landscape of the Horn of Africa, a region of critical strategic importance. This notable expansion
of influence and engagement by one of the world's most formidable powers presents a complex
tapestry of political, economic, and strategic dynamics that warrants thorough examination. The
Horn of Africa, comprising countries like Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea, sits at a
crossroads of global shipping routes and regional power plays, making it a focal point of
international interest. China's involvement in this region, marked by substantial investments and
diplomatic efforts, is not only reshaping the region’s political and economic landscape but also has
broader implications for global power structures and international relations. 2 In particular, China’s
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the region has shaped African relations with China and
international relations more broadly.?

The significance of this study lies in unraveling the intricate web of China’s strategic
factors and motivations in the Horn of Africa. As a rising global superpower, China has been
extending its influence beyond its traditional sphere, actively engaging in regions historically
dominated by Western powers.* The Horn of Africa, with its strategic location adjacent to the Red
Sea and the Gulf of Aden, presents a unique opportunity for China to expand its global footprint.

This region is a gateway to crucial maritime routes, a rich reservoir of natural resources, and a

! Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.

2 Ibid.

3 McCauley, J. F., Pearson, M. M., & Wang, X. (2022). Does Chinese FDI in Africa inspire support for a China
model of development? World Development, 150(C).

4 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.



potential market for Chinese goods and services. Understanding China’s strategies in this
geopolitically sensitive region is crucial for comprehending the broader narrative of China’s global
ambitions and its approach to foreign policy and international relations.> Exploration is essential
in understanding the changing dynamics of global power. The Horn of Africa has been a region
where multiple interests of global powers intersect, making it a barometer for shifts in global
influence. China's increasing presence in this region challenges the traditional geopolitical order
and suggests a reconfiguration of global power dynamics. This shift has profound implications for
international politics, global trade, and the future of regional security in the Horn of Africa and
beyond. Analyzing China’s actions and strategies provides valuable insights into the emerging
global order, where multiple powers are vying for influence and control.

China's involvement in the Horn of Africa reflects a broader trend in its foreign policy,
characterized by economic investments in development and cooperation. Projects like the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), which seek to connect Asia with Africa and Europe via land and maritime
networks, underscore China’s ambition to play a more prominentrole in global affairs.® The Horn
of Africa, with its strategic significance and developmental needs, is an important piece in this
grand geopolitical puzzle.” The implications of China's presence in the Horn of Africa are varied.
Economically, Chinese investments have the potential to transform the region’s infrastructure,
boost trade, and stimulate economic growth. & Politically, China’s approach to diplomacy, often
described as non-interference in domestic affairs, offers an alternative model to Western forms of

engagement, which could realign regional political affiliations and alliances. However, this

5 Fulton, J. (Ed.). (2020). Regions in the Belt and Road Initiative. Routledge.
6 .
Ibid.
" Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.
8 Fulton, J. (Ed.). (2020). Regions in the Belt and Road Initiative. Routledge.



growing influence is not without its challenges and controversies. Issues such as the sustainability
of debt, the impact on local industries, and the transparency of agreements have raised concerns
among various stakeholders, including the countries of the Horn of Africa themselves, regional

powers, and the international community at large.

2. Background

The history of China's involvement in the region of the Horn of Africa is a fascinating
narrative that spans several decades and is marked by a series of strategic engagements and critical
milestones.® This history concerns the expansion of a global superpower’s reach and reflects the
changing dynamics of international relations and the shifting paradigms of global influence.
China’s initial foray into Africa, and by extension, the Horn of Africa, can be traced back to the
Bandung Conference in 1955, where Asian and African nations gathered to promote economic and
cultural cooperation and to oppose colonialism. This event marked the beginning of China's
involvement in Africa, setting the stage for future engagements. However, it was not until the late
1990s and early 2000s that China's presence in the Horn of Africabegan to take a more structured
and strategic form.!! The early 2000s marked a significant turning point in China's approach to
Africa. This period saw China shift from a policy of political solidarity with developing nations to
economic engagement and investment. The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC),
established in 2000, became a crucial platform for this new engagement strategy, emphasizing

mutual benefit and cooperation. China's interest in the region was driven by its burgeoning

% Fulton, J. (Ed.). (2020). Regions in the Belt and Road Initiative. Routledge.

10 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.

1 Fulton, J. (Ed.). (2020). Regions in the Belt and Road Initiative. Routledge.
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economy's need for resources and new markets, and the Horn of Africa, with its strategic location
and untapped potential, presented an ideal opportunity. 2

The mid-2000s witnessed an acceleration of China's involvement in the Horn of Africa,
characterized by a surge in investments and trade agreements. This period was crucial in
solidifying China's role as a significant player in the region. China’s investments focused on
infrastructure development, including roads, railways, ports, and energy projects. For instance, the
Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway, completed in 2017, stands as a symbol of China’s commitment to
infrastructure development in the region.'® This railway connects landlocked Ethiopia to the
Djibouti port and serves as a testament to China's ability to execute large-scale infrastructure
projects in the area. The rationale behind these investments is very complex.1* On the one hand,
they aimed to secure access to the region's resources, such as minerals and energy. On the other
hand, they were part of a broader strategy to extend China's geopolitical influence through
economic means. This dual approach was evident in China's engagement with countries like
Ethiopia, where investments in infrastructure were coupled with efforts to develop political and
economic ties.?®

The late 2010s marked another significant phase in China's involvement in the Horn of
Africa. China's strategy evolved during this period to include economic investments and a growing
diplomatic and military presence. The establishment of China's first overseas military base in
Djibouti in 2017 was a clear indication of this strategic shift. This move was about protecting

China's investments and citizens in the region, projecting its military power, and securing its

12 1pid.

13 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.

14 Berlie, J. A. (2020). China's globalization and the belt and road initiative. Palgrave Macmillan.
15 1hi
Ibid.
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maritime interests, especially in the context of the Belt and Road Initiative.*® China's expanding
influence inthe Horn of Africa has been further solidified through its involvementin peacekeeping
and anti-piracy operations, particularly off the coast of Somalia. These operations have allowed
China to showcase its commitment to regional stability and security while also allowing it to gain
valuable experience in international peacekeeping efforts.

The Horn of Africa, often including Sudan and South Sudan, occupies a geopolitical
position of exceptional significance in global affairs. This region's importance is derived from a
confluence of strategic location, abundant resources, and the historical interplay of international
interests, making it a focal point for significant powers, including China.

The strategic location of the Horn of Africaisa primary facet of its geopolitical importance.
The region sits at the intersection of the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, commanding access to one
of the world's busiest maritime routes—the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. This strait is a critical choke
point in global trade, with a significant portion of the world's oil shipments and commercial goods
passing through it. Control over or influence in this region, thus, offers substantial strategic and
economic advantages. The proximity of the Horn of Africa to the Arabian Peninsula and its
locationalong the Gulf of Aden further amplify its strategic relevance, situating it at the crossroads
of Middle Eastern, African, and Asian affairs.!’ The Horn of Africa's proximity to conflict-prone
areas and its internal instabilities, marked by political unrest, inter-state conflicts, and terrorism,
add layers of complexity to its geopolitical landscape. The presence of international military bases

in Djibouti, notably the United States, France, and, more recently, China, underscores the region’s

16 Fulton, J. (Ed.). (2020). Regions in the Belt and Road Initiative. Routledge.

17" Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.
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status as a strategic military and security hotspot.*® These bases indicate the region's importance
in global security architecture and reflect the ongoing competition for influence among global
powers.

The Horn of Africa is endowed with a wealth of natural resources, adding another
dimension to its geopolitical significance.® The region possesses untapped oil and gas reserves,
particularly in Ethiopia and Somalia, which are of considerable interest to energy-importing
countries like China. Additionally, the region is rich in minerals and other natural resources,
including gold, tantalum, and copper, further attracting foreign investments. Beyond its natural
resources, the Horn of Africa's economic potential is also linked to its demographic and
agricultural prospects. The region is home to a growing young population, offering a burgeoning
labor force and consumer market. Farming lands, particularly in Ethiopia and Sudan, hold the
potential for large-scale agricultural development, which could meet both regional and
international food demands.

The geopolitical landscape of the Horn of Africa is also shaped by its complex regional
dynamics. Historical conflicts, border disputes, and ethnic and religious tensions influence
regional inter-state relations.?’ These internal dynamics often intersect with broader international
interests, making the Horn of Africa a nexus for regional and global power plays.

China's growing presence in the region must be understood within this intricate geopolitical
context. China's interest inthe Horn of Africaaligns with its broader strategic objectives under the

Belt and Road Initiative. It seeks to enhance trade routes, secure energy supplies, and establish a

18 Ciochetto, L., Haley, U.C. V., & Haley, G. T. (2023). Chinain Sub-Saharan Africa since 2000. In. L. Ciochetto
(Ed.), China versus the US, World Bank and IMF in Sub-Saharan Africa (pp. 113-155). World Scientific
Publishing.

19 Ibid.

20 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order. Stanford University Press.
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foothold in a growing global significance. China's involvement in the region also reflects its
approach to foreign policy, characterized by a focus on economic investments and infrastructure

development as tools for building influence.

3. Purpose

The primary purpose of this paper is to thoroughly investigate and understand the
increasing presence of China in the Horn of Africa, a region of growing geopolitical significance.
This study aims to unravel the intricate dynamics behind China's involvement and to assess its
implications for the area and the broader international community. By delving into this subject,
the paper seeks to contribute to the ongoing discourse on China's rising global influence and the
evolving landscape of international relations, particularly in the context of the Horn of Africa.
Central to this exploration is an essential research question that guides the scope and direction of
the study followed by two other sub-questions:

1. What strategic motivations underlie China's growing presence in the Horn of Africa and
how do they align with its broader foreign policy objectives?

a. What are the economic implications of China's activities in the Horn of Africa for both

the region and China itself?

b. What political consequences emerge from China's increasing influence in the region both
within the Horn of Africa and in the international arena?
Such questions are designed to probe the multifaceted nature of China's engagement in the Horn
of Africa, seeking to uncover the layers of strategy, motivation, and impact that characterize this

involvement.
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4. Structure and Overview

This paper is organized into three primary chapters, each exploring a distinct aspect of
China'sinvolvement in the Horn of Africa, followed by a conclusive synthesis of the findings. The
structure is designed to provide a deeper understanding of the complex nature of China's presence
in the area, encompassing geopolitical influence, strategic interests, and the consequent economic
and political impacts.

The first chapter presents a detailed literature review, focusing on the role of the Global
South, particularly Africa, in China's expanding geopolitical influence. This chapter explores
China's investments in infrastructure, energy, and technology, particularly in countries such as
Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea, which have been important in shaping China’s
geopolitical strategies.?* It examines how these investments align with China's broader geopolitical
ambitions and how the Global South plays into these ambitions as a political and economic entity.
The analysis includes exploring the strategic initiatives China has engaged in and their implications
for global governance, sustainable development, and human rights.

The second chapter thoroughly examines China's strategic interests in the Horn of Africa.
Drawing upon Styan's (2020) insights, this chapter discusses China's pursuit of access to key
resources, including energy, minerals, and agricultural products, and its growing diplomatic and
military presence in the region. It analyzes how the Horn of Africa offers China crucial marine
access to the Mediterranean via the Red Sea and the strategic implications of this for global
maritime trade. Additionally, this section evaluates China's involvement in the domestic politics

of the region's countries, including its influence on governmental stability and political processes.

21 Martorano, B., Metzger, L., & Sanfilippo, M. (2020). Chinese development assistance and household welfare in
sub-Saharan Africa. World Development, 129(C).
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The third chapter focuses on the economic and political impacts of China's presence in the
Horn of Africa. This analysis, based on the work of Weng et al. (2021), assesses both the positive
and negative consequences of China's heavy investments and development projectsin the region.
It explores how China's financial partnerships have facilitated capital access and job creation,
contributing to economic growth. Concurrently, it critically examines unsustainable debt levels,
financial autonomy, and potentially exploitative labor practices alongside the political influence
exerted through economic activities.

The concluding section synthesizes the findings from the preceding chapters, providing the
results of an analysis of China's focused presence in the Horn of Africa. The conclusion section
discusses the broader implications of China's growing regional influence. It reflects how Chinese
investors' balanced and transparent policies can present benefits and challenges to the region. The
conclusion also emphasizes the need for broader stakeholder consultation to ensure equitable
outcomes and advocates for continuous monitoring and study of the potential effects of China's

presence to leverage benefits while safeguarding against any negative consequences.

5. Significance

The significance of the research presented in this paper is twofold: it substantially
contributes to the existing scholarly understanding of China's global influence. It offers critical
insights for practical policy and decision-making. Firstly, the paper enriches the academic
discourse on China's international relations strategies by delving into its growing presence in the
Horn of Africa. This region, a crucible of geopolitical interests, is a vibrant canvas illustrating
China's approach to solidifying its global standing. This study enhances our comprehension of

China's overarching global strategies by dissecting the multifaceted nature of China's engagement,
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encompassing economic, diplomatic, and military aspects. It also sheds light on the geopolitical
intricacies of the Horn of Africa, illuminating how China's activities intertwine with and impact
the regional political, economic, and social fabric. Consequently, the research significantly
contributes to the broader conversation on international relations and the evolving global power
dynamics, marking a pivotal addition to the contemporary understanding of how emerging powers
like China are reshaping traditional geopolitical narratives.

The methodology used in this research involved a comprehensive literature review and
analysis of existing scholarly works on China's international relations, particularly its engagement
in the Horn of Africa, which bibliography will be cited at the end of this dissertation, featuring
various articles, papers and research. This, in order to avoid providing a one-sided view and to
instead analyse various opinions and research done on the specific topics to prevent any bias or
narrow narratives.

The information collected was analyzed using a qualitative approach. Overall, the
methodology employed in this study aimed to provide a comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of China's growing influence in the Horn of Africa and its implications for global

governance and international relations.

Beyond its academic contributions, the paper's findings bear substantial practical
implications. For policymakers in the Horn of Africa and beyond, insights into China's strategies
and objectives are invaluable. Such knowledge can inform more nuanced policy decisions,
particularly in negotiating international partnerships and safeguarding national interests in the face
of growing foreign influence. This understanding is pivotal for leveraging the opportunities
presented by Chinese investments while mitigating potential risks to national sovereignty and

economic stability. At the global level, this research has implications for international governance,

17



especially in managing the evolving balance of power and maintaining a stable international order.
The study offers a framework for global entities and stakeholders to engage constructively with
China and the Horn of Africa nations, fostering an environment conducive to equitable and

sustainable development.
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Chapter |

Literature Review on the Role of the Global South (Africa) for
China

China's rise as a global superpower significantly impacts the international order, reshaping
geopolitical alignments and influencing spheres of power and interest worldwide. Over the years,
China has expanded its influence not just within its immediate geographical surroundings but also
far beyond, touching on continents such as Africa, South America, and Australia®2. The nation has
deployed a combination of economic, military, and diplomatic strategies to establish its foothold
in these regions?3,

The Global South is one geographical sphere that stands out in the discourse on China's
expanding influence. Historically marginalized yet rich in resources and human capital, the Global
South has increasingly become a crucial political and economic force on the global stage?“. It has
gained prominence in multilateral frameworks and global issues, including sustainable

development, human rights, and global governance.

22 Berlie, J. A. (2020). China's globalization and the belt and road initiative. Palgrave Macmillan.

23 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order.

24 Nguyen Huu, T., & Orsal, D. D. K. (2020). A new and benign hegemon on the horizon? The Chinese century and
growth in the Global South. Economics
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I. 1. The Role of the Global South and specifically the Horn of Africa in

China's expanding influence

China's engagement with the Global South has been seen as strategic, encompassing
various dimensions that range from economic and military to ideological °.

This strategic engagement has a vivid illustration in the Horn of Africa. The region has
become a notable hub of Chinese investments and activities since the early 2000s2¢. Primarily
comprising countries like Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea, the Horn of Africa holds
geostrategic importance due to its proximity to critical shipping routes and its role as a gateway to
the rest of the continent. China's investments here primarily focus on infrastructure, energy, and
technology sectors, demonstrating its long-term interests in the region?’. Additionally, the Horn of
Africa has not only attracted Chinese economic interests but has also seen an expanding Chinese
military and diplomatic presence?®.

The objectives of this chapter are manifold. First, it aims to dissect the concept of the
Global South, delineating its historical evolution and role as a vital political and economic entity.
The chapter then intends to detail China's strategic interests in the Global South, drawing on a
blend of economic, military, and ideological dimensions. In doing so, the chapter employs the
Horn of Africa as a case study to illustrate the depth and breadth of China's engagement in the
Global South. We will discuss China's various projects and initiatives in countries like Ethiopia,
Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea. Several case studies will be examined to provide nuanced insights

into China's multifaceted approach toward the region. The chapter will also explore the driving

25 |bid.

26 styan, D. (2020). China's Maritime Silk Road: The Horn of Africaand Red Sea. In J. Fulton (Ed.), Regionsin the
Belt and Road Initiative

27 thi
Ibid.
28 Fulton, J. (Ed.). (2020). Regions in the Belt and Road Initiative.
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forces behind China-Africa relations, analyze the economic impacts of these relationships, and
delve into their political and social ramifications. Lastly, it will scrutinize the criticisms and
controversies surrounding China's involvement in the Horn of Africa and the broader Global
South. The chapter is organized into several key sections, each offering an in-depth exploration of
a particular dimension of China's role in the Global South and Africa. These include discussions
on the concept of the Global South, a timeline of China's involvement in the Horn of Africa,
multiple case studies to illustrate specific points, analyses of economic impacts and political

considerations, and an evaluation of environmental implications.

I. 2. The Concept of the Global South in a Chinese Context

The term "Global South™ has its roots in the post-colonial era, where it emerged as an
alternative to other terms like "Third World," which were considered pejorative or inaccurate.
Initially, it was a concept mainly aligned with geographical realities, comprising countries in Latin
America, Africa, Oceania, and most of Asia. Still, it has evolved to signify nations that share
similar historical experiences of colonization, economic exploitation, and social marginalization?®.
This historical context lays the groundwork for understanding how the Global South interacts with
more developed economies and global institutions, often serving as a counterpart to the Global
North in international dialogues and negotiations3°. Over the years, the Global South has gradually
transitioned from being viewed merely as a periphery to a vital center of political and economic
activity. With the rise of BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) and other

emerging markets, the Global South has demonstrated a shift from dependency to increasing

29 Berlie, J. A. (2020). China's globalization and the belt and road initiative.

30 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order.
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autonomy and agency. It has also significantly contributed to global economic growth, challenging
traditional North-South power dynamics. Furthermore, it has gained prominence in international
organizations, showcasing its collective bargaining power in multilateral settingssZ.

This change is quantitative, seen through economic metrics, and qualitative in terms of
political influence. The Global South has become more assertive, promoting its views and
alternatives to Western-centric ideas and frameworks. For example, various nations from the
Global South have banded together to create platforms like the Group of 77 (G77), allowing them
a collective voice in international forums, particularly inthe United Nations. These developments
indicate that the Global South is no longer just the passive recipient of policies and strategies
crafted by more developed countries. Instead, it has become a significant political and economic
force that shapes global strategies and directions®2.

The relevance of the Global South becomes even more crucial when we consider global
issues such as sustainable development, human rights, and global governance. Many of the
challenges faced by the international community, such as poverty eradication, climate change
mitigation, and peacekeeping, have a significant bearing on countries in the Global South.
Consequently, the participation of these nations in shaping sustainable development goals, human
rights policies, and governance models is indispensable for the success of these global initiatives®:.

Moreover, through various regional and international partnerships, the Global South has begun to

31 Nguyen Huu, T., & Orsal, D. D. K. (2020). A new and benign hegemon on the horizon? The Chinese century and
growth in the Global South. Economics

32 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order.

33 Nguyen Huu, T., & Orsal, D. D. K. (2020). A new and benign hegemon on the horizon? The Chinese century and
growth in the Global South. Economics

22



challenge existing norms around development and governance. Some countries have advocated
for an alternative developmental path that is less reliant on Western economic models3*.
Additionally, issues of human rights and governance are increasingly being framed in a
context that considers these nations' unique historical and cultural experiences. Concepts like
"right to development" have entered international human rights discourse, allowing for a more
nuanced understanding that integrates economic and social rights, often priorities for countriesin
the Global South®. As such, the Global South has evolved from its historical standing as a
marginalized region to become a significant political and economic force in the world today. It has
become an essential actor in international discussions around critical global issues, including but
not limited to sustainable development, human rights, and global governance. As the world
grapples with increasingly complex and interconnected challenges, the role of the Global South is
not just as a stakeholder but as a contributor to the solutions that the global community seeks to

implement.

I. 3. China's Interests in the Global South

China's economic engagement with the Global South, particularly with Africa, has been a
subject of considerable academic and policy interest3¢. At the heart of this engagement are two
primary economic interests: exploiting and importing natural resources and expanding markets for
Chinese goods and services. Over the years, China has entered into multiple partnerships with

countries in the Global South, often built upon the exchange of natural resources for development

34 Berlie, J. A. (2020). China's globalization and the belt and road initiative.

35 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China'srise in the Global South: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order.

36 Berlie, J. A. (2020). China's globalization and the belt and road initiative.
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assistance, technology, and investment in infrastructure3’. Natural resources are a cornerstone of
China's foreign economic strategy, particularly in Africa, where countries are rich in minerals, oil,
and other resources. One of the primary motivations behind China's significant investments in
places like Nigeria, Angola, and Zambia is the acquisition of valuable natural resources such as
oil, copper, and rare earth metals. These resources not only fuel China's ever-growing industrial
sector but also serve as critical inputs for its technological advances®®. The transactional nature of
these relationships is evident; China often provides these nations with the necessary infrastructure
development, ranging from roads and hospitals to schools and telecommunications systems, in
return for access to these valuable resources®.

Further, China's involvement in the resource-rich Global South involves a sophisticated
strategy that combines state-led investments and private enterprise initiatives. State-owned
enterprises often lead in large-scale extraction projects backed by bilateral agreements between
governments. Simultaneously, private Chinese enterprises have also significantly invested in
various sectors, from manufacturing to services, creating a multifaceted approach to resource
acquisition“, Parallel to its quest for natural resources, China perceives the Global South as a
promising market for its products and services. As domestic markets saturate and production costs
rise, China seeks to diversify its consumer base. With burgeoning middle classes and increasing

spending power, countries in the Global South represent an untapped market with enormous
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growth potential*t. Chinese products, from electronics to machinery and consumer goods, have
found a welcoming market in these nations. This trade boosts China's export sector and furthers
its broader geopolitical objectives, as economic ties often translate into political influence®?.

Additionally, China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) serves as a concrete example of its
dual economic interests in the Global South*3. This ambitious project aims to create trade corridors
connecting China to Europe, Africa, and beyond, facilitating the swift movement of goods and
resources. It offers countries in the Global South improved infrastructure, but at the same time, it
allows China more straightforward access to markets and resources. It is a mutually beneficial
arrangement but not without controversies, particularly regarding debt sustainability and
environmental concerns**. This market expansion is not limited to goods alone*°. China's service
sector, mainly digital technologies and e-commerce platforms, has also made inroads. Companies
like Alibaba and Tencent are increasingly focusing on countries in Africa and Southeast Asia,
contributing to the global footprint of China's digital economy“®.

The evolving relationship between China and the Global South, with a specific emphasis
on Africa, is increasingly characterized by strategic interests, particularly in establishing military
and diplomatic footholds. China's strategic expansion is part of a broader geopolitical calculus that
complements its economic ventures in these regions. While the economic dimensions are

important, it is equally crucial to understand how China uses its military and diplomatic channels
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to assert its global influence and safeguard its overseas investments and interests*’. China has been
gradually increasing its military presence in the Global South, which is nowhere more apparent
than in the Horn of Africa. Djibouti, a small country in this region, hosts China's first overseas
military base, which has been operational since 2017. This base allows China to secure its critical
maritime routes for the shipment of oil and other natural resources back to the mainland. The
strategic location of Djibouti, sitting astride the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, provides China
with an advantageous position to counter piracy and protect its sea lines of communication. In
doing so, China ensures the safety of its resource inflow and projects its military power far beyond
its borders*®,

Military expansion is not limited to establishing bases; it involves training, joint exercises,
and arms sales*®. These activities deepen China's strategic ties with various countries,
strengthening its diplomatic relationships and extending its geopolitical influence. For instance,
China has engaged in arms sales with several countries in the Global South, becoming a significant
player in the global arms market®°. The sale of weapons and military technology allows China to
form strategic alliances and opens the door for future military and civilian collaborations. On the
diplomatic front, China is increasingly assertive in international forums, often favoring the
perspectives and interests of countries in the Global South. China's role in the United Nations, its
involvement in regional organizations like the African Union, and its bilateral relations with

various countries demonstrate its diplomatic agility®*. Through diplomatic engagements, China
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can push for frameworks and policies more aligned with its interests and those of its strategic
partners in the Global South. This has led to China becoming an alternative to Western powers for
many countries, offering a different model of governance and development.

Initiatives such as the Forum on China—Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) further exemplify
China'sdiplomatic strategies. Through FOCAC, China engages African countries in dialogues that
cover a broad range of issues, from economic collaboration and healthcare to peace and security®?.
It provides a platform for China to presentitself as a partner in development and security, thereby
cementing its diplomatic relationships and strategic interests. Strategically, China's military and
diplomatic initiatives in the Global South serve dual purposes. They offer China the means to
protect its economic assets and interests while simultaneously providing a counter-narrative to
Western models of development and diplomacy. As China continues to rise as a global
superpower, its strategic engagements in the Global South will likely intensify, bringing new
opportunities and challenges for China and the countries it engages with. Thus, understanding
these strategic interests is imperative for a comprehensive view of China's growing influence in
global geopolitics®2.

China's increasing engagement with the Global South, particularly Africa, extends beyond
economic and strategic realmsto include ideological dimensions®*. At its core, China's ideological
interests lie in presenting an alternative development and governance model that differs
significantly from Western paradigms. Often referred to as the "Beijing Consensus,"” this model

emphasizes a combination of state-led development, market reforms, and a non-interference
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principle in sovereign nations' internal affairs®®. The Beijing Consensus serves as a counter-
narrative to the so-called "Washington Consensus," widely promoted by Western institutions like
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The Western model often comes with
conditions such as the implementation of democratic governance, liberalization of markets, and
adherence to human rights standards.

In contrast, China's approach is attractive to many countries in the Global South because it
offers financial and development aid with fewer political strings attached®®. This ideological
positioning is not merely theoretical; it finds practical expression in various international forums
where China frequently sides with countries from the Global South. For instance, in the United
Nations, China often defends the principles of state sovereignty and non-interference, especially
in human rights discussions, reflecting a set of values and beliefs that resonate with many nations
in the Global South®’. This diplomatic alignment bolsters China's ideological standpoint and
further cements its role as a leader among developing nations®®.

China's ideological outreach also manifests in its soft power initiatives. Educational and
cultural exchanges, mediaenterprises, and even infrastructure projects carry with them the implicit
endorsement of the Chinese development model. Confucius Institutes, established globally to
promote the Chinese language and culture, serve as platforms for ideological dissemination. These
institutes aim not only to impart language skills but also to present China's historical and cultural

narratives in a manner that complements its geopolitical aims®°.
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China's investments in Africa's digital and telecommunications infrastructure offer another
interesting perspective on its ideological interests. By playing a vital role in the digital
transformation of many African nations, China is also exporting its model of internet governance,
which is far less liberal than Western models and more aligned with state control and censorship®.
This move has implications beyond technology, as it offers a different information control and
governance model that may resonate with authoritarian or hybrid regimes in the Global South.

The notions of mutual respect and agency are often emphasized in China's dealings with
African nations. The discourse of mutual development, respect, and non-interference gives these
nations a sense of agency, which is often absent in their interactions with Western powers. This
perspective particularly appeals to countries that have experienced colonialism or are wary of neo-
colonial tendencies®. Notably, China's focus on infrastructure development projects as part of its
Belt and Road Initiative also serves its ideological interests. These large-scale projects are not just
economic ventures but a testament to China's development model. The rapid transformation of
China froman agrarian society to a global powerhouse is a compelling story that many developing

nations find inspirational®2.

I. 4. Chinain the Horn of Africa

Understanding the trajectory of China's involvement in the Horn of Africa requires a
chronological examination highlighting key phases and activities. This approach offers nuanced
insights into how China's influence has expanded and diversified over time in this geopolitically

significant region, which includes countries like Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea. The early
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2000s marked the initial phase of China's investments in the Horn of Africa. This period saw China
focusing primarily on extractive industries such as mining and oil. While these ventures were
economically motivated, they laid the groundwork for a more complex and multifaceted
relationship with the region. During this period, China was seen as a relatively new actor, mostly
interested in natural resources to fuel its rapidly growing economy?®3. However, the period from
the mid-2000s to the present has witnessed an exponential expansion of projects, particularly in
the fields of infrastructure, energy, and technology. Infrastructure projects have included
everything from roads and bridges to ports and railways, providing China and Global South
countries with significant economic benefits. Similarly, Chinese firms have been instrumental in
building hydroelectric dams in Ethiopia for example, thereby addressing critical energy shortages
in the region®.

China has also made significant inroads into technology transfer in these countries®®. This
move has opened markets for Chinese technology and offered the local populations better access
to communication services. It is worth noting that these infrastructure and technology investments
often come as package deals with loans and financing options that make it easier for these
developing nations to afford such massive projects®®.

China's diplomatic activities have also intensified during this period. Beyond bilateral
relationships, China has engaged with regional bodies like the African Union and the

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) to facilitate discussions on issues ranging
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from economic development to peace and security. These diplomatic forays are part of China's
larger strategy to establishitself as a credible and reliable partner for African nations, reinforcing
its position in global geopolitics®’. Furthermore, China has actively fostered people-to-people
connections to supplement its economic and political engagements. Confucius Institutes have been
set up in various countries in the Horn of Africa, serving as platforms for cultural exchange and
soft power projection.

Ethiopia is a quintessential example of China's focus on infrastructure development and
industrialization in the Horn of Africa. The relationship between the two nations goes beyond mere
economic transactions, representing a model of South-South cooperation characterized by
infrastructure development, technology transfer, and mutual growth®. In this context, the
engagement extends from railways and highways to industrial parks and telecommunications,
offering both Ethiopiaand China a broad spectrum of opportunities. As we already mentioned, the
Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway is one of the most heralded projects in the Ethiopian context. This
railway line, largely financed and constructed by Chinese firms, has significantly eased
transportation between isolated Ethiopia and the Djibouti port, a crucial outlet for Ethiopian
exports and imports. The railway is a transportation project and a conduit for broader economic
activities, including trade, tourism, and even real estate development along the corridor. By
facilitating faster and more cost-effective trade, the railway has a cascading effect on various
sectors of the Ethiopian economy, thereby contributing to industrialization and economic

development®°,
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Another area where Chinese investment has significantly impacted is the establishment of
industrial parks. The Hawassa Industrial Park, for example, is one of the several Chinese-supported
industrial zones aimed at boosting Ethiopia's manufacturing sector. These parks provide essential
infrastructure, from roads and utilities to ready-made factories, allowing Ethiopian and foreign
companies to hit the ground running. Such industrial zones are targeted at textiles, leather goods,
and agro-processing sectors, which align with Ethiopia's comparative advantages and workforce
skill set. The idea is not just to provide infrastructure but to catalyze a broader process of
industrialization that can make Ethiopia more competitive in the global market °.

Telecommunications is another sector that has received substantial Chinese investment.
Companies like Huawei and ZTE have been instrumental in expanding Ethiopia's
telecommunications infrastructure, from mobile networks to internet services. This expansion is a
commercial venture for Chinese companies and a strategic move to lay the groundwork for digital
industrialization in Ethiopia. Access to reliable telecommunications services enables other sectors,
including education, healthcare, and e-commerce, to grow and modernize, thereby contributing to
broader economic development goals .

Financing these large-scale projects often comes through concessional loans and other
financial instruments more favorable than what Western financial institutions typically offer.
These financial arrangements have enabled Ethiopia to undertake ambitious projects that might
otherwise have been financially unfeasible. However, it is crucial to note that while these projects
provide immediate infrastructure and industrial capacity benefits, they also saddle Ethiopia with

long-term debt obligations. Hence, the sustainability of these projects and their long-term impact
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on Ethiopia's economic health are subjects that require scrutiny’2. Beyond the tangible projects,
there is an intangible but equally important aspect of the China-Ethiopia relationship—capacity
building. Chinese companies and institutions often engage in technology transfer, skill
development programs, and educational exchanges as part of their investment initiatives. These
programs aim to build local capacities, thereby ensuring that the benefits of infrastructure
development and industrialization are sustainable and lead to the growth of indigenous capabilities.

The significance of Djibouti in China's geopolitical strategy lies in its critical location at
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden intersection, serving as a gateway to the Suez Canal and, by
extension, to Europe and the Americas. This unique geographical position makes Djibouti an
essential component in China's global logistics and military strategy. Unlike other nations in the
Horn of Africa, where China's presence is mainly economic and developmental, the relationship
with Djibouti has a prominent strategic and military dimension’3. When China established its first
overseas military base in Djibouti’ in 2017, this facility was absolutely strategic because of its
proximity to other foreign military installations, including those of the United States and France.
It offered China an unprecedented opportunity to monitor and learn from Western military
operations and capabilities. However, this clustering of global military powers in such a small
geographic area immediately raised concerns about geopolitical friction and the potential for
conflict, making diplomatic relations particularly sensitive and complex’®.

Beyond the military base, China has invested heavily in Djibouti's port infrastructure,

further solidifying its strategic foothold. The Doraleh Multipurpose Port and the Doraleh Container
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Terminal are examples of Chinese companies having significant stakes. These ports are not just
economic assets but strategically vital installations that enhance China's capability to secure and
manage its maritime supply chains, especially for crucial resources like oil and minerals sourced
from Africa and the Middle East. In essence, the ports offer a twofold objective: they are
commercial hubs facilitating trade and are also strategic assets that could be used for military
logistics. Chinese investment in Djibouti's port and logistics infrastructure also has broader
economic implicationsfor the region. By enhancing Djibouti's capabilities as a logistics hub, China
indirectly contributes to economic development in landlocked countries like Ethiopia, which relies
heavily on Djibouti's ports for its imports and exports. This synergy between economic and
military objectives illustrates the multifaceted nature of China's engagement in Djibouti 6.

The financial aspects of China's investments in Djibouti have also been scrutinized.
Djibouti has assumed significant debt, much of it owed to China, to fund these ambitious
infrastructure projects. While these projects hold the promise of transforming Dji bouti into a major
trade and logistics hub, they also expose the country to financial vulnerabilities. The issue of debt
sustainability is a recurring theme in discussions about China's engagement in Africa and applies
acutely to the Djibouti case’’.

In the Horn of Africa, Somalia and Eritrea represent unique geopolitical landscapes for
China, where Beijing's economic interests are closely tied to regional security and governance.
Unlike Ethiopia and Djibouti, where economic engagement through infrastructure development is
more prominent, China's involvement in Somaliaand Eritrea primarily revolves around addressing

security challenges and fostering more stable governance frameworks’8.
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Somalia, grappling with decades-long internal conflict and the persistentthreat of extremist
groups like Al-Shabaab, offers China the opportunity to play a stabilizing role. China's approach
to Somaliais rooted in its broader philosophy of non-interference in internal matters of sovereign
nations, but with a focus on economic development as a means to achieve stability. Chinese
companies are involved in the country's fishing, agriculture, and small-scale infrastructure
projects. Although these investments are economically beneficial, they serve a dual purpose as
they are intended to lay the foundation for long-term stability and governance in Somalia. By
contributing to economic development, China aims to create a steadier environment, which, in
turn, could serve its broader geopolitical interests in the region.

In the case of Eritrea, the situation is different yet equally complex. For years, Eritrea was
diplomatically isolated due to its border conflict with Ethiopia and allegations of human rights
abuses. However, with the recent rapprochement between Eritrea and Ethiopia, new avenues for
engagement have opened. Given the country's coastline along the strategic Red Sea corridor, China
sees Eritreaas a potential partner in its Beltand Road Initiative. Beyond economic considerations,
China is interested in the country's political stability, which can serve as a buffer against extremist
influences in the region. Therefore, Chinese involvement extends beyond mere investments,
including diplomatic initiatives to foster good governance and regional stability 7.

China's presence in both countries is also influenced by its competition with other global
powers for regional influence. Given the strategic location of Somalia and Eritrea along critical
maritime routes, there is a diversity of interests, including those of the United States and European
nations. The situation necessitates that China carefully navigates its diplomatic and security

initiatives, balancing its non-interference stance with the need for proactive engagement to protect
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its interests. Therefore, China's approach in Somalia and Eritrea provides valuable insights into
reconciling its ideological principle of non-interference with the practical necessities of
geopolitical strategy. Chinese engagement in Somalia and Eritreaalso involves capacity-building
in governance structures. By offering training programs for officials, providing educational
scholarships, and even engaging in people-to-people diplomacy, China aims to foster an
environment conducive to effective governance. Although these initiativesare subtle and less overt
than large infrastructure projects, they are essential for creating long-term stability, ultimately
benefiting China’s strategic interests in the region. However, China's involvement in Somalia and
Eritreais not without controversy. Critics argue that China's engagement, particularly in Somalia,
has not been sensitive to the complex clan dynamics and the country's delicate social fabric,
unintentionally exacerbating existing tensions. Similarly, in Eritrea, there are concerns that
Chinese investments could be used to bolster an authoritarian regime, contrary to the principles of

good governance that Beijing claims to promote®.

I. 5. China-Africa Relations

The relationship between China and African nations has evolved into a complex web of
economic, strategic, and ideological interactions. Two significant themes encapsulate this bilateral
relationship: respect and agency and coevolutionary pragmatism.

The notion of "respect and agency" is a cornerstone in understanding the dynamics of
China-Africarelations®. Unlike many Western nations with a colonial past with African countries,

China approaches its relations with Africa based on mutual respect and a strong sense of agency.
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The concept of respect manifests in how China engages with African nations as equal partners
rather than beneficiaries. This orientation emphasizes self-determination and sovereignty,
respecting African nations' capability to decide on governance, development, or international
diplomacy. This approach has been well-received in Africa, where the historical context of
colonialism has often left lingering sentiments of exploitation and unequal relationships. The
agency granted to African nations in their relations with China offers them leverage to negotiate
better terms for investments, aid, and trade. It also enables African countries to approach the
partnership with defined agendas and priorities, such as public health, infrastructure development,
or education. This sense of agency fosters a form of bilateral relationship that is less paternalistic
and more rooted in partnership and cooperation®?.

Another pivotal concept that elucidates the relationship between China and Africa is
"coevolutionary pragmatism"&. This term implies that both China and African nations evolve their
strategies and approaches based on mutual needs and changing geopolitical landscapes. In this
perspective, both parties adapt to each other's economic models, governance structures, and
diplomatic strategies, enabling a flexible and dynamic relationship. China's engagement in Africa
serves not only its interests but also contributes to Africa's own evolving development models. For
instance, Chinese investments in infrastructure and industry often align with African nations'
development goals, resulting in a win-win scenario. Coevolutionary pragmatism also allows both
parties to recalibrate their approaches based on global economic fluctuations, political changes,

and other unpredictable variables.
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Importantly, coevolutionary pragmatism is an adaptive strategy that permits both China
and African nations to learn from their mistakes and successes. As they navigate the complex
waters of international politics and economics, this flexibility enables them to adapt and improve
their engagements. For example, the BRI may evolve based on the outcomes of initial projects,
leading to more effective implementation strategiesthat benefit all involved parties (Tang, 2021).
The bilateral relationships governed by these principles also have broader geopolitical
implications. As African nations become more significant in international politics, a strong,
respectful, and adaptable relationship with China further amplifies their role in global forums. The
collaborative ventures stemming from this relationship contribute to bilateral and multilateral

engagements, thereby affecting international equations more complexly®4,

I. 6. Economics Impacts

The economic impacts of China's engagement with Africa are multifaceted, with Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) being a central pillar. One of the most critical areas where FDI has played
a considerable role is household welfare.

The direct impact of Chinese FDI on household welfare in sub-Saharan Africa was found
to be positively correlated with the improvement in the standard of living®. For instance,
infrastructure development often leads to better access to services such as healthcare and
education, thereby lifting the overall welfare index of the involved regions. Additionally,
investment in sectors like energy and technology has a cascading effect on various aspects of daily

life, including mobility, information access, and employment, thereby influencing household well -
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being®® also confirms that the FDI from China to Africa, especially in the span from 2003 to 2018,
has positively impacted host economies. The sectors that have garnered most of the investments,
including manufacturing and agriculture, are highly relevant to household welfare as they provide
employment and stimulate local economies by creating ancillary businesses and services. China's
investment strategy, which often involves the transfer of technology and expertise, further
augments the long-term sustainability of these ventures, thereby impacting household welfare even
more substantially in the long run.

In contrast, the employment effects of Chinese investments presenta more nuanced picture.
While Chinese mining operations in sub-Saharan Africa have contributed to job creation, the
quality of these jobs and the distribution of employment opportunities are subject to criticism®’.
The influx of Chinese companies often comes with imported labor from China, limiting local
employment opportunities. Even when local employment is generated, the jobs are often low-
paying and may need more safety measures. Thus, the employment generated only sometimes
aligns with the skill sets available in the local labor market, sometimes even exacerbating
community social inequities. Such concerns extend to the broader issues of labor rights and
employment contracts. Chinese companies have been criticized for not adhering to local labor
laws, thereby creating a working environment that is not beneficial for local employees in the long
term88. Such criticisms point toward a need for greater regulatory oversight and bilateral

agreements that specify employment standards and expectations.
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Additionally, the type of employment generated often depends on the sector in which the
investment is made. While infrastructure projects might offer more semi-skilled or skilled job
opportunities, sectors like mining are frequently criticized for offering only low-skilled
employment that does not contribute to the overall development of the workforce. This
differentiation calls for a more sector-specific analysis to understand the real impact of Chinese

investments on local employment and, by extension, household welfare.

I. 7. Political and Social Ramifications

The political and social ramifications of China's growing involvement in Africa are
profound and complex, touching upon everything from local governance to the ideological
underpinnings of development strategies®.

One vital aspect of this dynamic is the impact of Chinese development assistance on local
politics. Knutsen and Kotsadam® have highlighted how aid allocation influences political
outcomes, especially in the context of incumbency at the local level in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Chinese development assistance often targets critical infrastructure projects like roads, hospitals,
and schools, which directly impact the lives of the local population. These projects can sway public
opinion and increase the popularity of incumbent leaders, thereby affecting the political landscape
in subtle yet significant ways.

Additionally, the manner in which this aid is allocated can influence political practices,
including transparency, governance mechanisms, and accountability. While Chinese aid often

comes with fewer conditions compared to Westernaid, it raises concerns about the sustenance of
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democratic values and practices in the recipient countries. Critics argue that the absence of
stringent oversight and conditions can offer a free hand to local politicians to use these resources
without sufficient public scrutiny, thereby affecting governance quality and even contributing to
corruption. However, supporters argue that this no-strings-attached approach respects the agency
of the recipient countries and allows for more flexibility in addressing local needs.

Another critical facet of the political and social ramifications is shaping public opinion
regarding Chinese influence. McCauley et al. explored the idea of a "China model" of development
and its reception in Africa®. According to their findings, Chinese FDI has inspired substantial
support for a Chinese development model among Africans. This model, which centers on rapid
economic growth with less emphasis on political liberalization, has become increasingly attractive
to certain social sections, prioritizing economic security over democratic ideals. The allure of this
model is often fortified by visible development milestones, such as new highways, improved
electricity grids, and advanced telecommunications networks that transform daily life in tangible
ways. The public opinion, therefore, tends to be divided.

On the one hand, there is admiration for the rapid infrastructural development and
economic growth that Chinese investments have facilitated. On the other hand, there is concern
about what this means for democratic institutions, human rights, and social equality in the long
run. Moreover, the concept of a "China model” also impacts the intellectual discourse within
Africa, influencing academic debates, policy discussions, and even the educational curriculum.
The ideathat there might be alternative pathways to development that differ from Western models
can empower local communities but also brings the risk of disregarding essential democratic

principles and human rights considerations.
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I. 8. Environmental Considerations

The environmental considerations surrounding China's growing influence in the Global
South, particularly Africa, are a vital yet often overlooked dimension of thisintricate relationship.
China's rising influence on climate governance is part of its broader geopolitical engagement®2.
One of the salient aspects of China's approach to environmental matters in the Global South is its
dual role: on one side, as a leading emitter of greenhouse gases, and on the other, as a key player
in international climate negotiations and sustainable development. China has invested heavily in
domestic and global renewable energy in recent years, making it one of the largest producers of
solar panels, wind turbines, and electric vehicles®®. This leadership in renewable energy
technologies has directly influenced the Global South, including Africa, where Chinese companies
are actively involved in developing renewable energy projects. These initiatives often promise to
create sustainable energy security solutions, thereby providing a pathway for these nations to
leapfrog over traditional fossil-fuel-based development models®*. However, this enthusiasm for
renewable energy should be understood in the context of China's simultaneous investments in
fossil fuel infrastructure in the same regions. Therefore, China's engagement in Africa represents
a complex blend of sustainable and potentially detrimental environmental practices.

Furthermore, China's approach to climate governance often involves championing the
concerns of developing nations on international platforms. Chinese leaders have been vocal in
demanding that industrialized countries bear the brunt of emissions reductions, arguing that

developing countries should have the right to industrialize and improve the living standards of
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their people®®. While this stance resonates with many nations in the Global South, it also brings
the responsibility of crafting sustainable development strategies that do not exacerbate climate
change. China's leadership in climate governance can be a double-edged sword, providing both
the technology and financial support for sustainable initiatives and potentially perpetuating models
of development that are not entirely sustainable in the long run.

China's Belt and Road Initiative is an area where its environmental influence is deeply
felt®. Infrastructure projects under the BRI umbrella are often massive in scale and have
significant ecological impacts, including deforestation, soil erosion, and the disruption of local
ecosystems. While these projects come with environmental assessments and some level of
oversight, the speed and scale at which they are executed can sometimes sideline environmental
concerns. This has led to instances where Chinese-led projects in Africa have faced local
opposition due to their environmental impact, thereby creating social and political tensions.
China's investments in sectors like mining, timber, and fisheries have raised concerns about
resource extraction and its long-term sustainability. While such activities create immediate
economic benefits, the long-term environmental implications can be detrimental, affecting
biodiversity and water quality and contributing to land degradation. These consequences are

localized and have a broader impact on regional and global environmental stability.
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Chapter 11

China’s Strategic Interests in The Horn of Africa

China's interests in this strategic region of the Horn of Africa have only increased over time.
The nation has always presented itself as a supporter of the countries of the Horn of Africa,
insisting that their populations suffered greatly under colonial domination and that the
confrontations of the Cold War brought the scars of war to the continent.

China regularly states that it wishes to avoid interfering in the internal affairs of other
countries and rejects the abuse of unilateral sanctions. The Chinese approach seeks to highlight
the difficulty of understanding the divergences experienced by these peoples, which are the
heritage of history, particularly the colonialism of European countriesand American imperialism.

For well over two decades now, China has also been talking about its willingness to support
various projects in the area of food security, health, transport, trade promotion, and skills
development. China is a mediator, convinced that it has the capacity to resolve the differences
between the countries of the Horn of Africa through dialogue and consultation. Above all, it has

extremely important interests in a region that is strategic for its international development.

Il. 1. The Horn of Africa in Terms of Geopolitics

The Horn of Africa is linked to several geopolitical issues beyond the advantages of
proximity to the Red Sea and the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal, giving unmatched
chances for countries that aim to develop economies, increase their political presence globally, and
ensure trading flows. The Red Sea is a lifeline of international merchant vessels connecting the
Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean via the most strategically valuable waterway — the Bab-el-

Mandeb Strait. This passage provides efficient and cheaper transport links connecting continents
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with only little goods transportation time and costs.®” World trade, geopolitical issues, and
international relations also have enormous ramifications due to their placement in Africa, Asia,
and the Middle East intersection®®. Additionally, the sea that borders the country is an excellent
asset in economics and politics.

The Mediterranean Sea has historically been an important trade link, especially to southern
Europe, opening up corridors for cultural interchange, trade partnerships, and political geography.
Many countries in the Horn of Africa could strengthen their ties with Western European countries
through their proximity advantage. It allows them to take over or even control vital sea routes and
influence global trade patterns. Nations wishing to develop their navies, logistics hubs, and trade
ports for a solid military stance and influence within the Horn of Africa are motivated by the
strategic gains of thisarea. This position allows them to monitor and protect the business activities
from piracy, as well as global politics affecting trade, peace, and mutual relations.

However, its impact on regional diplomacy and security rather than its geographic
advantage endows the Horn of Africa with paramount significance. This region mattersa lot in
international relations. Some countries fighting for its command know how beneficial itis; hence,
they engage in diplomacy to make amicable relations with others for stability. The area situated
along the coast of the Red Sea and its proximity to the Mediterranean brings much geopolitical
significance®. This location is indispensable for world trade marine activity, allowing countries to
dominate vital seaway passage points. Governments know this region is priceless and continue
deploying diplomatic, economic, and military mechanismsto cement their footing and exploit its

richness in international diplomacy.
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Il. 2. Economic Opportunities in the Region

The Horn of Africa could be an excellent place for business as it contains many natural
resources such as energy, seafood, minerals, and in some areas, agriculture, coffee for instance.
With outstanding natural endowments and a growing market, any state or investor should take
advantage of every chance to invest in this location, which is most omitted by global economic
dialogue.

The Horn of Africa has one of the most significant natural resource endowments,
significantly contributing to the economy. The area has potential large energy reserves that are yet
undeveloped, such as more crude oil and gas'®. The emerging potentials for oil exploration and
production in countries like Ethiopia, Somalia, and Sudan, among others, have been attracting the
energies of companies venturing into these budding markets. These energy sources can boost local
economies and enhance global alternative fossil fuel sources. The Horn of Africa could become
an epicenter of economic prosperity through strategic engagement and collaboration,
encompassing investment opportunities within the regional and international sphere.

Additionally, its coast provides an abundance of seafood, which is also very nutritious. Due
to the many long coastlines towards the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the Indian Ocean, the area
has different kinds of fish and seafood. The fishing sector is an influential pillar conducive to
employment opportunity creation, strengthens livelihoods within the region that is nevertheless
affected by sometimes intense drought, and provides export income for surrounding nations.

Mineral deposits also form one of the areas that contribute to the economic potential of the

zone. The Horn of Africa contains mineral resources such as gold, copper, iron ore, and rare earth
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elements!??, Large amounts of mineralsin countries such as Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia could
economically stimulate production and industrialization. International mining companies seize this
opportunity in these areas. They wish to exploit the minerals and export them so that there will be
job creation and promotion of economic growth.

Agriculture is a constant pillar of the economies of the Horn of Africa. It enables the
majority of the populationto make a living, and in some years of severe drought, to survive, as it
remains underdeveloped. In these countries, where more than 75% of the land is farmland, the
obstacles caused by anincreasingly hot climate, growing violent inter-ethnic conflictsand unstable
governments are predominant. As aresult, the region is experiencing high levels of food insecurity.
Fortunately, there are exceptions, such as the coffee plantations in the Ethiopian highlands, at an
altitude of over 1,500 metres in the west of the country. There, the still-temperate climate, therich
soils and the know-how of the local people provide optimal conditions for coffee production. The
country has productive soils for other plants like maize, teff, and pulsesi®. Also, it supplies food
for the local communities and commodities for exports towards the global food supply.

Though natural resources could provide immense prospects for economic transformation
that could upliftits current status in just one day, some hindrances need to permit their utilization.
The lack of proper infrastructure, unstable political regimes, lack of financial investment, and
environmental issues hinder the full exploitation of these economic spaces.

These can only be addressed through joint actions by intergovernmental institutions and
international actors. Governments should invest heavily in various areas, such as the development

of infrastructure, improvement of governance, ensuring political stability of the regions,
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encouraging sustainability, and facilitating access to finance and technology to exploit the region’s
total economic benefits. But governments are poor, heavily corrupted and often under the yoke of
terrorist groups. It is then more than necessary to address their current challenges to realize their
economic potential. Through proper intervention strategies and collaborations, the Horn of Africa
could be transformed intoa more regular place that could attract investments across the globe and
not only depend on UN assistance.

As such, it requires every region to take action in conjunction with international investors.
Investment in infrastructure upgrades, governance enhancement, guaranteeing stable politics,
sustainability promotion, provision of finance, and adoption of modern technologies have all been
recommended as prerequisites for fully actualizing the area’s economic development %%, However,
the region has prospects of developing into a more regular economy. Its realization requires
addressing current issues to realize the full benefits!4,

This is indeed a situation that attracts China. And developing that regional economy
implies a considerable market for expansion for utilization of the resources. This formsa crossroad
linking Africa with Asia and the Middle East'%. It remains one of the major entry points into trade
between these two continents, opening up numerous opportunities that may be exploited by traders
and investors alike.

The natural geographical location supports the creation of business initiatives. These
international waters form a lifeline to the Horn of Africa, leading to strategically attractive seaways

such as the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea. Additionally, these rivers act as major water roads that
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promote trade between Africa and Asia to Europe and the Middle East, enabling easy
transportation of goods and other merchandise®. This makes the region strategically located and
thus favorable to such business ventures since they are interested in interacting with more markets.

Infrastructure has recently witnessed remarkable developments to open up the area for
trade and subsequent economic growth'%’. His initiative includes infrastructure projects such as
port development, roads, railway building, and logistics centers to promote connectivity within the
zone and with the neighboring countries. These include measures vital in improving trade
facilitation, reducing transportation costs, and facilitating the free movement of goods, which
translate into commercial affairs and foreign investment. Also, the emergence of a new population
and budding middle-class clients in the Horn of Africa indicates the potential for a better consumer
market for quality goods and services. Emerging markets have developed due to increased
disposable income among customers who are changing their needs’ purchase patterns.

The crucial point remains obviously the lack of democracy that causes the political
instability. Lousy infrastructure, trading barriers, administrative obstacles, and security risks that
make it hard for the smooth movement of goods and capital across borders.!

It calls for joint efforts for optimal exploitation of the region’s capacity for commercial
developments and trading. Consequently, governments and other entities must have programs in
areas such as infrastructure provision, trade support, political stability, and creating a suitable

business environment%®, Hence, promoting regional economic cooperation and collaborations will
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enhance regional investment destination attractiveness, eventually livening up and strengthening
the global market environment.

The Horn of Africa enjoys true advantages, including a favorable strategic location,
abundant natural mineral resources, improved transportation infrastructures, and emerging
consumer markets, making it a promising site for business growth and trade. With the existing
challenges, however, the Horn of Africa may be transformed into a real economic zone, one of the
catalysts that pushes forward the regional development process with an equally great impact on

the overall global trading matrix*1°.

Il. 3. Strategic Importance of the Growing Population

The Horn of Africa’s ever-growing population represents an influential feature that
enhances the strategic significance of the region while providing tantalizing business ventures and
fueling the economy!!!, Since the region’s population is growing and becoming increasingly
urbanized, this demographic scenario is crucial for market players looking into the area’s
prospects.

This growing population’s burgeoning consumer market constitutes one of the main
elements behind the strategic importance of the Horn of Africa. The expanded population would
give rise to many consumers, which will cause a tremendous increase in demand for products from
the retail sector, health, educational, housing, and consumer goods industries, among others. This

allows companies to target youthful potential clients.
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In addition, the young population present in the region acts as a valuable resource that
introduces innovativeness, originality, and an energized workforce. This is where many of the
people fall in the working age bracket, providing a big group of available talent and labor reserves.
Thus, this demographic advantage can boost productive economic activities, enhance innovative
development, and stimulate investments by labor or capital-intensive sectors.

Besides, urbanization continues faster as the population in urban areas of the Horn of Africa
increases. It becomes a focus of economic activities, offering chances for infrastructural
development, property investments, and enterprise operations centering on the needs and desires
of people residing therein. The increasing number of people living in urban areas creates
investment opportunities in such sectors as construction, transport, utilities, and tech.

Moreover, an expanding number of inhabitants means a rising call for essential services.
Therefore, there is a need for investments in modern healthcare infrastructure, pharmaceutical
supplies, medical technologies, and advanced educational institutions. This creates an attractive
investment environment for those seeking lucrative returns in the growing healthcare and academic
areas.

It also determines how consumers behave as well as consumption patterns and preferences.
The number of people in the growing middle class also means they now seek finer quality products
and services. There is also an opportunity for companies to develop newer and premium products
tailored towards the increasingly educated and emerging affluent classes with a new lifestyle.

There is a need to address several issues accompanying the increasing number of people in
the Horn of Africawithin the context of harnessing its strategic importance. Therefore, aconducive
environment for trade, political stability, and dealing with social differences will have to exist.

Optimally utilizing a young labor force requires investment in human capital via education, skill
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improvement, and health care*?. Sharing new skills and information among the employees brings
more output that encourages creativity, differentiation, and, eventually, competitiveness.

Investments will be lucrative in many different areas across the Horn of Africa, a growing
region in terms of its population. This part of the world is a suitable economic environment for
budding entrepreneurs and investors because of the highly youthful population and changing
consumption trends!!2. In the next few years, with the help of its dividends, the Horn of Africa
must invest heavily against challenges and support the primary growth areas to facilitate
sustainable economic growth in the long run.

Enormous geopolitical importance exists in the rising population of the Horn of Africa,
which needs consideration while forging a flourishing trade realm. This explains why the changing
population structure shapes regional economic dynamics by introducing greater markets, growing
demands for commodity provision, and boosting tradingand commercial activities across various
sectors.

Population in the Horn of Africa is a major segment yielding an emergent, vibrant, and
varied consumer market. The growth of the world’s population goes hand in hand with expanding
consumers, offering a vast market prospect for companies and investors*4. The rising population
in this age bracket creates a demand for various goods and services like retail, consumer products,
technologies, health, education, and infrastructure.

In addition to that, the youthful representation by the region’s population makes the

increasing market more lucrative. However, many people are in the youth and working-age
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categories whose demographic advantage will ignite the economy and change consumption habits.
These are growing markets of relatively youthful consumers with changing taste patterns and
enhanced disposable incomes. These markets present significant opportunities for businesses
wishing to enter and increase their market share.

However, there is an urbanization trend that accompaniesthis population boom. As aresult,
this boosts trade and commerce in the Horn of Africa. As cities are transformed through
urbanization, they become busy towns, which form the center of economics and business. The
emergence of these urban areas provides avenues for investment creation of infrastructural
networks, commercial ventures, and industries focusing on urban citizens’ needs.

In addition, the fast-rising population impacts domestic trade and integrates the region with
world markets. The raised consumer market interlinks with other areas, creating business people
and investors who wish to access this increasing market!*. Such an opportunity opens doors for
import-export businesses, cross-border trading partnerships with other countries, and foreign direct
investments to promote economic diversity and integrate the country within the international
economic sphere!®,

An increase in the middle class in the Horn of Africa also adds to the power of a growing
market for trade and commerce. Consumer behavior changes as income increases and aspirations
change towards better quality products and services. In effect, this social category is a potential
avenue of wealth for institutions catering to the luxury and unique types that stimulate creativity,

rivalry, and further development in marketing.
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Nonetheless, enhancing the economic influence of this expanding segment in terms of
foreign trade and business has a range of challenges attached to it. It is crucial for China to make
investments in infrastructure development like transport networks, logistics, and energy towards
the efficient movement of goods in and outside the region!’. Besides, establishing an enabling
policy framework, enhancing governance, and easing trade facilitation and foreign direct
investment are necessary for promoting trade and foreign direct investment.

Human capital development should be a priority, as it will help unlock all its benefits.
These involve programs on education, skills development, and entrepreneurial culture for a more
productive employment sector. Another concern is ensuring the operation of businesses in a
friendly environment for sustainable economic growth and a prosperous trade system. This is a
source of dynamism, among many other things, including growth that generates a burgeoning
market for trading and commercial activities inthe Horn of Africa region. The development of the
population density and middle class, coupled with changing consumer behaviors, opens up
opportunities for doing business in this area'!®. By tackling the problems and creating favorable
circumstances for investment and trade in the Horn of Africa, this population can fuel the economy,
facilitate cooperation between the member states, and enable the regions to participate actively in

international market competition.

II. 4. China’s Diplomatic and Military Expansion

Regarding this, China’s strategic interests in the Horn of Africa seem to have significantly

increased its diplomatic and military presence. This is a clear indication that China wants to
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promote its influence, national economic interest, and international status through strategic
diplomacy and military engagement in this vital sector. China’s rising involvement within
diplomacy in the Horn of Africais on an increasing trajectory annually. China’s capital, Beijing,
has gradually increased its diplomatic contacts through economic influence and aid**°. One of the
major pillars of Chinese diplomacy is The Belt and Road Initiative, which provides infrastructure
investment, loans, and development assistance to Horn of Africa’s nations. 12°

BRI seeks to promote inter-continental linkage through trade, whereby China uses its
investments to develop critical network facilities, including ports, highways, railroads, and
telecoms®?!. For example, China’s investment in ports and a military base in Djibouti illustrates
the country’s tactical maneuvers to secure sea access and trade route facilitation, which are also
part of its overall geopolitical strategy in the target of the Horn of Africa.

Chinese foreign policy usually includes trade agreements, mutual investments, or
cooperative enterprises,among other things. The engagements go beyond the economic concerns
but are also directed towards the more significant political and strategic goals of gaining access to
resources, expanding their markets, and countering the influence of rival states in the region. There
is also an evident expansion of Chinese military operations in the Horn of Africa, which works
alongside China’s diplomatic attempts?2. The decision by China to establish its first overseas
military base in Djibouti, as we said, was an essential move within its military expansion strategy.
The naval base serves a variety of roles, including fighting piracy in the Gulf of Aden and

controlling their business, as well as being a power outpost in the area.
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This Chinese military base enables China to project beyond its coast, defend critical
corridors for oil or energy supplies, and export from global shipping lines. Moreover, it serves as
a stepping stone for the Chinese peacekeeping and intervention undertakings in Africa, making
China an essential player in the African region with increased military presence!?3,

In addition, the Chinese troops posted on duty in the Horn of Africa are a key strategic
asset for supporting missions related to critical security threats elsewhere. The garrison of the
People's Liberation Army Navy (PLA) in Djibouti has specialized elements dedicated to dealing
with various security concerns, including piracy and regional instability. This proactive move
helps China take a more effective part in solving the problems faced by Africa and, therefore,
improves its ability to ensure global security*?*,

The development of this military base lets China enhance its maritime security activities
and expand into a geo-strategically significant region. This highlights the PLAN-Navy's role in
supporting critical naval trade routes, ensuring security interests, and engaging in global security
activities. It can enhance China's capacity for rapid reaction to a new challenge!?.

Moreover, implementing this policy has been criticized since China’s engagement in
regional politics and economics causes some problems. Critics often question whether the
increasing contribution, in reality, is meant well by bringing to question debt traps, lack of
transparency, and neo-colonial tendencies characterizing some ventures or interactions. Political
relationships are often strained when new military installations appear in different parts of the

world, as concerns arise about getting into military confrontations with states surrounding them.
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China’s involvement in the internal affairs of the Horn is a cause for concern. Due to the
above, people have questioned China’s role in stability and democratization. Its involvement in
diplomatic and military matters of the Horn of Africa hints that it has an all-round strategy for
protecting economic gains, boosting its influence, and enhancing international status*?¢. Through
the BRI’s economic efforts and diplomatic exchanges of establishing military bases, China seeks
to remain rooted, secure its investment, and gain more control over the regional political scenario.
However, several challenges and controversies are associated with these growths, such as debt
diplomacy, issues of transparency, and the prospect arising in geopolitics in the aftermath of this
increasing role of involvement.

This part of Africa is becoming increasingly significant within the global community. At
the same time, China’s growing presence in the region allows it to project its military powers!?’,
These activities constitutea platform necessary for broadening Chinese naval excursions far from
its shores, securing critical sea lanes vital for oil imports and commerce.

One important feature of the Gulf involves China operating anti-piracy. This also depicts
China as part and parcel of the world community endeavoring to keep the world’s trade routes.
Besides, this could also be seen as one way through which China continues to maintain its status
as a responsible, prominent actor on the international scene!?®, The engagement of Chinese
peacekeeping efforts also shows excellent consideration for the safety of other states and countries
surrounding China. These projects show that China is indeed one of the major players in promoting

peace as soft power and global goodwill internationally.
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Additionally, the permanent base of the PRC facilitates swift reaction to any alterations
concerning the area’s security issues. However, it extends beyond anti-piracy operations and
employs measures that tackle security concerns such as political agitation, terrorism, and regional
conflicts that can impede trade flow and Chinese investments. The area isalso an essential logistic
point, allowing China to re-supply its fleet in neighboring regions!?°, Thus, logistic advantage
makes it possible for further projections of power in greater Africa and the Indian Ocean.

Nonetheless, there are unresolved contentions surrounding the roles of the Chinese troops
in the Horn of Africa. It is suspected by other world powers to be a dual-use infrastructure with
both civil and military purposes. Regional power suspects that the Chinese are planning to
militarise their competition, and uncertainty will continue®3°. There are also queries about why
China’s military advancement within the Horn of Africa and how it can threaten already existing
powers’ interest in Africa.

Consequently, regional and global actors struggle to maintain peace even as the mounting
tension caused by the rising Chinese military continues growing. Using Chinese military
positioning in the Horn of Africa as a power projection reflects China’s emerging status concerning
self-defense and aggression. The presence of the Chinese Army in Djibouti has also been encircled
by questions about the intentions that China’s presence bears concerning its neighbors. Politics of
power balances in such an important geo-strategic areawill inevitably make its military activities

subject to the close attention of all parties concerned.
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Il. 5. Projection of Power and Influence

Moves made by China in the Horn of Africa illustrate measures to increase power
projection across boundaries. Economy and natural resources are vital strategic assets of the
Chinese foreign policy geared towards turning China into a considerable power in world politics.

The expanding Chinese interactions with the Horn of Africa bear long-term implications
for Chinese global power3'. Similarly, China uses several parts of its army to aid Chinese
economic development, such as the BRI, making it among the strongest globally.

The Chinese involvement in the Belt and Road initiative is a significant boost for business
in the Horn of Africa. One ambitious undertaking to achieve these targets is the great project of
connecting Asia to Africa and Europe for investment, trade routes, and road networks!3?. China’s
venture into portage, railway, and other critical infrastructure development projects inthe Horn of
Africa aims to establish commercial pathways linking resource centers and business hubs across
borders to extend their influence.

The soft power that China develops enables it to make deals and connect with parties that
can strengthen its grip on the region politically as well as economically. Further, the approach
allows China to make friends with other governments, resulting in support and ultimately shaping
international opinions. This has subsequently been reinforced with the solid military positioning
of China in the Horn of Africa, as evidence of their navy*33. This base signals that China can exert
regional power beyond those borders. It improves China’s capability of protecting its maritime

interests, main sea lanes, and operation beyond territorial waters, increasing its image as an
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international sea power. Moreover, under the UN mandate, China contributes positively to world
security and peace by supporting peacekeeping operations and humanitarian actions in the Horn
of Africa'34. The moves show that China is ready to be part of international affairs for a collective
solution to common problems.

However, some challenges and concerns are associated with China’s rising power in the
Horn of Africa. The growing presence creates suspicion about China’s political intentions among
other world powers. Some regard Chinese involvement in the area as a violation of regional
political conventions that may also be construed as an attempt to undermine traditional Western
supremacy'3®. China’s investments and engagements approach, often criticized for being opaque,
has created doubts about debt sustainability and a possible ‘debt trap’ for the neighboring
countries, thus posing some authentic questions regarding its actual intents and inherent risks to
the affected.

The rise of China into global power has prompted a re-examination of geopolitics, where
some scholars argue that it portends the arrival of a multipolar world order*®. China’s moves in
this crucial part of the world will impact global politics, creating new possibilities and difficulties
for major players and regional settings.

The projections of Beijing’s power and influence on the Horn of Africa are essential to its
bigger picture as one of the new global giants. China is taking economic initiatives and diplomacy

and, by the military, redoing world politics, increasing its influence zone, and challenging the
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actual new world order'®’. Nonetheless, concerns and challenges of the long-term effects of
China’s influence in the region and beyond need to be considered.

China’s involvement and game tactics towards Somalia, Sudan, Eritrea, Yemen, and the
entire Horn are part of its quest for recognition as an influential world leader. China wishes to
establish itself as a reputable international player through multifaceted avenues, including
diplomacy, economic investment, military support, and regional involvement.

The Asian country has diplomatically contacted most nations in the Horn of Africa over
trade agreements. Its engagement in multilateral fora, bilateral agreements, and diplomacy seeks
friendship and a key diplomat status. In essence, by demonstrating that it can initiate diplomatic
moves, China portrays itself as a responsible and helpful member of the international community,
thus enhancing its position in the world scene.

China’s economic significance makes it gain global respect. In addition, through road
construction, loans, and development projects, China makes that country top among global
investors for the Horn of Africa’s economic progression®®®, Investments in China in ports,
railways, and other crucial infrastructure projects have turned the place into a business hub due to
its booming economy.

The case of China’s military presence in the Horn of Africa should be noted while
considering this aspect. This also manifests in the creation of a Chinese military base outside,
which shows that it is growing internationally. The Chinese army ensures the defense of China’s
strategic interests, making it a mighty global sea power with a strong impact beyond its limits.

China also supports peace-making missions and participates in the supply of humanitarian relief
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materials, and it is one of the most critical players in the global arena. China’s contribution to
active peacekeeping demonstrates its role as a responsible global citizen seeking to promote world
peace and security.

The above, coupled with the fact that the Horn of Africa states no longer wish to work with
their traditional Western counterparts, makes China a viable outreach option for these nations. As
such, more African countries now see China as areliable and suitable partner in economic projects,
diplomacy, and infrastructure. Many nations seek economic development via ‘win-win
cooperation’ similar to China’s approach®®°,

However, China faces similar difficulties and criticisms while seeking to be regarded as a
significant force in international politics. Investors and external actors become skeptical and
suspicious when they think the IMF is a new form of colonialism*4°. Also, China’s rise to power
causes concern because other forces may question what China means to them and how it will affect
their sovereignty.

For instance, Chinais involved in the Horn of Africato prove itsimportance. China utilizes
diplomacy and economic investments, keeps its military force at work, and actively intervenesin
regional activities to become a significant global figure. Despite having come a long way in being
acknowledged, these concerns still have to be considered as their impact continues to spread

globally. How China behaves in the Horn of Africa or elsewhere will help shape other people’s

views and affect international affairs.
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Il. 6. Role in Regional Politics

This entanglement goes beyond economics and warfare in the Horn of Africa, as with
China’s influence. This means that China is attempting to protect its interests and keep the peace
as it forges room for expansion inthe Horn of Africa states4. Beijing navigates the murky politics
of these countries to garner partners, take control, and protect its interests through diplomatic
means, economic cooperation, and strategic alliances.

No matter how authoritarian or oppressive they might be popularly perceived, official
politics inthe country constitute one of the crucial aspects of Chinese diplomacy within the region.
By avoiding the internal issues of other countries, Beijing’s practice preserves its contact with
diverse political systems!42, China focuses on stability and teamwork and emphasizes mutual
benefits instead of ideologies, thus displaying its dependable and pragmatic side within regional
politics.

Chinese aid and investment are generally economic but political insome instances. Large -
scale infrastructure projects and aid packages will build rapport and get a regional government in
the books of good account'#®. In so doing, China ensures that it builds economic muscle and
develops closer ties with different regimes supported by China’s economic power. It can
reciprocate this support for further growth and development.

Additionally, China’s involvement in the internal politics of the Horn of Africa is strongly
linked to its demand for resources such as oil, agriculture, and the mining sector. In most cases,

Beijing’s involvement borders on resource-sharing agreements and excavation concurrences
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aimed at fostering economic alliances favorable to her concerns about foreign policies'*4. Doing
this helps China remain a significant player in Asian politics by protecting its access to these vital
resources.

However, other scholars argue that Chinese involvement in the internal affairs of Horn of
African nations can undermine good governance, transparency, and sovereignty!4®. China’s non-
interference policy has always generated critiques for the inference it may have in support of
authoritarian regimes with questionable humanitarian management and, as such, back up existing
controls, thereby causing difficulties to existing human governance.'4®

China’s realpolitik in regional affairs also connects with other global balances. Due to its
growing influence, it meets other international forces with different interests in the Horn of Africa.
This region provides an advantageous strategic position, rich natural resources, and maritime
importance, making it a vital battlefield for great powers, hence complex political positioning. 14’

However, the Chinese policy of non-interference poses some questions concerning the
effectiveness of state institutions and the long-term stability of such areas in particular. Even as
China continues its involvement in the politics of the Horn of Africa, it will always be an issue for
analysis, affecting regionalism’s politics and formulating geopolitical relations 48,

An example of Beijing’s calculated forays into the domestic politics of the Horn of Africa
is Chinese involvement with internal affairs in Somalia using political processes as a case study.

Focused on stabilizing, supporting peacebuilding, and expanding its power in East Africa, China
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turned to Somalia, a political turmoil arena, as well as a country plagued by violence and war over
decades!*®. China’s involvement in the political processes of Somalia was varied and involved
diplomatic backing, capacity-building projects, plus peacekeeping support. The principle of non-
interference in domestic affairs while pursuing stability and cooperation guided Beijing’s
involvement in Somalia politics.

China played a significant role in the state-building process in Somalia. In particular, China
recognized and endorsed the legitimacy of FGS, facilitated its participation in international forums,
and supported its role in state reconstructionand governance. In addition, China used its position
on global platforms such as the United Nations to lobby for Somalia’s cause and support
peacebuilding initiatives. China-backed initiatives to address dialogue, the process of
reconciliation, and political involvement for various parties in Somalia, including through internal
discussions and fostering mutual agreement for peace.

However, China went ahead and became involved in the state-creation process of Somalia.
Then, it was noted in Somalia that China trained a handful of its diplomatic officers and soldiers
in Beijing. Efforts have been made to establish various capacities to enhance Somalia’s
institutional capability, improve the existing governance structure, and strengthen state-building.
China also supported Somalia’s post-war reconstruction and development through direct aid and
infrastructure-focused projects'®. These investments concentrated on the transport,
communication, and energy sectors to strengthen the national economy as a foundation for social

growth.
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The involvement of China in Somali politics could have been rosier. Yet, the politics of
Somaliawere intricate and unpredictable, and remain difficult to be bridged for sustainable peace.
Even the Chinese were ineffective internationally because of the complexity of Somali clannish
politics, prevailing tensions, and insecurity. Further, China’s commitment to non-interference and
active engagement was challenging. The intricacy of Somali interrelations necessitated vigilance
through which the countries would not be perceived as engaging in foreign intervention or
domestic interference.

Some segments were skeptical and critical of China’s participation in the country’s
political affairs. Critics questioned China’s motivations toward engagement, whether it was indeed
for promoting peace rather than serving China’s interests, such as access to natural resources, raw
materials, and lucrative markets.®!

China’s engagement also overlapped with larger geopolitics in the Horn of Africa. As
Somalia is a valuable region geopolitically and economically, several global actors competed to
influence Somalia’s internal politics and external engagements. The Chinese assisted the Somali
political process, indicating their desire to understand the regional geopolitics of the area, the Horn
of Africal®2. China sought to promote stability and support state-building efforts in Somalia by

using its influence in diplomacy, capacity-building programs, and peacebuilding contributions.

151 Martorano, B., Metzger, L., & Sanfilippo, M. (2020). Chinese development assistance and household welfare in
sub-Saharan Africa.

152 Chen, C. C., Chen, X.-P., & Huang, S. (2013). Chinese Guanxi: An integrative review and new directions for
future research.

66



Il. 7. Influence Beyond Governmental Stability

China’s interests in the Horn of Africa are not motivated by the desire for a stable
government but delve into the intricacies of domestic politics in the region. Apart from engaging
with some formal governmental structures, China specifically targets different stakeholders
utilizing a multi-dimensional approach that entails diplomacy, investment, culture, and people-to-
people contacts to strengthen its position and impact on the internal politics of the Horn of African
states?®3,

China’s different approach to this kind of diplomacy in various political actors within the
Horn of Africa surpasses traditional acts. On this account, Beijing forms links with central
government officials, governors, tribal groups, local elites, and other influencers. China has
adopted a broad, engaging strategy that allows it to reach different sections of the population to
understand local dynamics and influence different levels of government. China is mainly involved
indeveloping peace inthe Horn of Africathrough mediation and dialogues amongst several factors
within one country that ideally end up agreeing on a dispute!®*. Beijing calls along diplomatic
channels for all members of society to be involved in the political process towards multiparty and
advocates for communal harmony amongst the different communities.

In this way, China tries to be economically beneficial by investing and giving aid in those
areas that are important for national politics and can contribute to economic expansion, which will
help consolidate influence!®®. To achieve this, China intends to enhance connectivity, boost the
economy, and reduce ties with the local political elites through investments in infrastructure and

healthcare issues. The approach makes China a body that links its economic interests with politics.
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Indeed, recently, in addition to the United Nations, China has been the first country in the
world to provide direct humanitarian aid to Somalia, particularly since the terrible floods that hit
the country last November, killing more than 150 people. China had already intervened twice in
Somalia in 2023 to support the population and provide humanitarianaid. In 2021, the first Covid
vaccines were delivered by China to the Somali population. Navigating Somalia’s complicated
politics without interfering proved to be a significant challenge for China, with critics scrutinizing
and setting limits on its engagements within its territory.

Moreover, the Chinese economic agreements generally target China’s partnership with
domestic companies, developing mutually beneficial economic connections and guaranteeing
stakeholders that back Beijing’s policy actions. Joint ventures, trade agreements, and investment
incentives foster a sense of financial dependency, giving China leverage over local politics.

Soft power influences on the Horn of Africa are culturally done in China. China uses
educational exchanges, cultural programs, and media collaboration to promote favorable images
and create good feelings. The cultural engagements seek to generate goodwill, develop contacts,
and covertly convince people to accept Chinese ideas and policy stands.

Besides, China’s participation in local politics includes issues of security engagement with
external partners and defense affairs. Beijing works hand in hand with local governments in
security, where it offers military assistance and provides courses in arms handling and technical
support, among many others.'°® The collaboration that leads to peace helps to develop stability and
strengthen ties between China and the local security apparatus that influences policies on security

matters.
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However, China’s involvement in local political matters raises criticism. Critics often ask
whether China’s non-interference policy with countries is meant to engage them without
derogating their national interests and sovereignties or if the engagement cloak sees China bend
others for its interests'®’. On the other hand, no conditionality accompanies China’s investment
and aid that may be detrimental to governance institutions, accountability, and overall
sustainability.

China’s intervention in local political practices of Horn Africa also intersects and coincides
with a big power contest over control of that zone. Complicated relations or power struggles arise
from competition among global powers and affect the region’s domestic politics. In other rival
groups and competing stakes, China’s involvement in international affairs is highly articulated
despite its interest motivation.

Its interests in the Horn of Africa go far beyond regime stability, involving diplomacy,
trade, culture, and security at multiple scales®®8. China seeks its role in the region through delicate
balancing and socializing efforts for peace and influence on domestic politics. The case of Somalia
shows for instance, that, though complicated it is for China to find the balance between geopolitics
and internal contexts within a weak state, like Somalia, the PRC can count on the Horn of Africa
States to pursue its own politics in China and Taiwan. Actually, this year, last January 16™, the
Somali Government reconfirmed its adherence to the One-China Principle!®®: a boon for national

politics. However, non-interference in politics, criticism over China’s economic activities in the
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area, and management of the delicate geopolitics affect China’s shaping of regional political

dynamics.

Il. 8. Strategic Interests and Actions in Somalia

It is an interesting example of the Chinese involvement in Somali politics arguably because
it reinforces some facts on how the Asian giant interacts within the Horn of Africa. The fact that
Somaliaisa country that has experienced protracted war, weak governance, and political volatility
makes it an easy target for China’s diplomacy, trade relations, and peace-making, reflecting
Beijing’s wider regional dreams. Diplomatically, China is seen to be trying to stabilize Somalia
and keep the diplomatic relationship®. China’s policy has been steady in its diplomacy with the
Federal government of Somalia (FGS) and other regional administrations*6*. China’s diplomatic
activities include conversation, consultation, and supporting the Somalia state building. Chinaalso
acknowledges Somalia’s sovereignty, promotes its involvement in international affairs, and
supports the country’s legitimacy at the world level.

In terms of economics, the Chinese presence in Somalia is demonstrated through the
establishment of key infrastructure projects as well as development programs. China’s
infrastructure program covers port facilities, road, and communication sector projects®?. For
example, China Harbor Engineering Company (CHEC) built the international terminal for
Mogadishu’s Aden Adde Airport, which was meant to improve Somalia’s transportation network.
An additional example is China’s involvement in constructing the port of Mogadishu to strengthen

Somalia’s connection to the economy and maritime trade.
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However, China’s economic relations with Somalia are not restricted to the construction
of physical networks but include trade accords, investment stimuli, and commercial alliances!®.
This is an attempt by China to reinforce its relationship with Somalia for the sole purpose of
spurring its economy in tandem with Somalia’s vision of achieving its economic targets.

There is Chinese engagement in Somali affairs, including cultural exchange and education
support programs. The educational exchanges and scholarships China offers aim to promote
interpersonal relations between Chinese and Somalis, among other benefits such as human
resource development®4. The initiatives mentioned above play an essential role in building
capacity and promoting Chinese culture and values, which Somalis indirectly perceive.

China is keen on assisting Somalia’s push towards improved security architecture,
especially in security and defense cooperation. Beijing has rendered weapons, courses in combat,
and technical assistance to Somali police®®. Significantly, China’s participation in peacekeeping
endeavors through the AU Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) demonstrates its quest for regional
stability and peacebuilding efforts in Somalia.

Nevertheless, there are some instabilities and complications that China engages in in the
political arena of Somalia. An external actor like China can intervene in Somalia, but clan-based
politics, internal conflicts, and a weak security environment hinder this. Regarding non-
interference, a delicate balance must be made during dealings with Somalia’s complex internal

system.
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China’srole shall also concern broader geopolitical contests and competition with principal
global states. For the outside world, Somalia holds a strategic value based on location, natural
endowment, and sea power that draws in various external actors to contribute to Somalia’s internal
problems and international exchanges®®®. Critics always doubt whether these Chinese intentions
are designed for geopolitical interests alone or if some have links with the mission of building
peace in Somalia. It is, therefore, highly questionable whether China’s investment and assistance
help in good governance and accountability mechanisms to sustain them over time, especially in
Somalia’s failed state.

China’s intervention in Somali internal affairs attests that local politics, geopolitical wars,
and fragility are pertinent issues in national strategies. Consequently, in the future, China’s
involvement in Somalia will need to strike a delicate balance between economic-diplomatic
engagement and peacebuilding activitiesin addressing security issues and be cautious about being
alive tothe diverse political environment characterized by peace and instability. The story of China
in Somalia is only a small example of the inside look into and subtleties of broader engagementin
the region, discussing the difficulty of managing such delicate politics within conflict-ridden
countries.

China’s involvement in the Horn of Africa goes beyond Somalia and spans different ways
of influencing politics in countries such as Ethiopia and Djibouti*®’. This is because the region’s
geopolitics significance, strategic point, and access to vital waterways make it the center of the
Chinese multifaceted, wherein it contains diplomatic maneuvers, economic investment, and

security.
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In one of the Horns' central regions— Ethiopia — there is a huge Chinese presence in social
life. From China to Ethiopia, there are regular head-of-state visits, multiple signed agreements,
and diplomatic exchanges. The involvement of Ethiopia in the Belt and Road Initiative highlights
the economic partnership between the two countries, demonstrating China’s support for the
expansion of Ethiopia’s infrastructure and development towards a growing economy.

The economic aspect of the Chinese involvement in Ethiopia focuses on massive
investments in the construction sector. Beijing’s capital investments emphasize infrastructure
development comprising road networks, railways, communication lines, and industrial parks. The
construction of the Addis Ababa-Djibouti railway, an emblematic undertaking, shows that China
is willing to facilitate interconnections among countries in one region and make those trade paths
convenient for Ethiopia and Djibouti.

Additionally, China’s economic relations with Ethiopia involve agricultural cooperation,
factories, and joint ventures corresponding to the country’s objectives of building a solid economy.
The investments of China within industrial zones manufacturing industries support Ethiopia’s
economic diversification and job creation.

An overwhelming influence and vital investment in Djibouti China engagement
characterize it. Diplomacy-wise, China’s relations with China have been excellent, taking
advantage of its economic and military power. China’s first overseas military base is in Djibouti,
demonstrating China’s growing strategic foothold in the region®®, Such a naval base gives China
a key beachhead in the Gulf of Aden and improves its blue water capacities. Regarding the
economy, China’s participation in Djibouti mainly focuses on big infrastructure projects such as

the Doraleh Multipurpose port and the China-Djibouti free trade zone. The projects are intended
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to turn Djibouti into a regional marketplace for trade and logistics through which China connects
with Africa and enhances bilateral trade relations®®,

Besides Ethiopiaand Djibouti, this can be seen through diplomacy, economic connections,
and cultural interactions with other states within the Horn of Africa. Diplomatically, they remain
present and talk with many regional governments — trying to promote calm and develop shared
understanding®’®. China’s economic investments span different areas, such as the energy sector,
communication, and the construction of new infrastructure in the Horn of Africa. For example, its
involvement in Sudan’s oil and gas industries and southern Sudan has contributed to these
countries’ economic growth, helping Chinese resource retrieval strategies and economic
partnership strategies.

China partners with the region in security cooperation. Those countries that participate in
peacekeeping missions inthe areas are involved!’ . This shows how it promotes peace and security
in the region by participating in peacekeeping operations. China has a culture of educational
programs and people-to-people interaction, which it promotes. Such aggregate programs as
scholarships, cultural programs, or academic exchanges promote mutual attitudes toward each
other’s culture.

However, China’s presence in the Horn of Africa has also attracted its critics and brought
numerous problems. China is said to have strayed away from transparency, green consciousness,

and financial stakes. Some critics argue that the risks may include involuntary reliance of the
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regional economy on Chinese investors and potential disruption in local politics and governance®2.
One of the prevailing problems that also make geopolitics with the Horn of Africa is grounded on
China’s presence in this region going under broader patterns and tensions involving global power
competition.'”® It also affects other intergovernmental efforts that are political, economic, and
cultural. China hopes to develop its influence in the region through diplomacy, economics,
security, and culture. Nonetheless, the issues of transparency, sustainability, and geopolitical
complexities are impossible for China’s influence in politics within the Horn of Africa.

China’s multifaceted interventions in such countries as Somalia, Ethiopia, and Djibouti
aim to strengthen its position in the Horn of Africa and support its political processes. China is
engaged in such talks and bilateral pacts on stability, economic cooperation, and win-win with
Ethiopia Djibouti diplomatically’#. Therefore, involvement in Somalia underscores the support
for a legitimate and functional government and stresses its sovereign character. In Ethiopia's case,
Chinese infrastructure investment in Africa is appalling as it is gradually expanding. China’s
investments primarily target strategic investments in ports and airport infrastructure development
alongside articulations with regions within Somalia. Investments of this kind, however, are also
troubling because of their effect on the local economies’ systems, administrative structures, and
all those countries’ potential indebtedness.

The next dimension of China’s involvement is security cooperation. China began
stabilizing waters by deploying forces in the Horn of Africa for a peacekeeping mission. Cultural

exchange and education for the people would enlighten them on ways of understanding between
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the present-day countries within the region. The affairs inthe Horn of Africa have been so complex
for engagement on transparency, sustainability, and geopolitical issues.

China’s involvement in the Horn of Africa can be seen as a comprehensive strategic effort
that includes diplomatic, economic, security, and cultural components. China's diverse
engagements in Somalia, Ethiopia, and Djibouti and through the region reflect its attempts to build
up influence, encourage stability, and promote development in a challenging political landscape
amidst global competition.

Cultural exchanges and educational activities further strengthen China’s work to promote
mutual understanding and cooperation. Cultural exchanges and educational programs are two
integral parts of China's contribution to advancing mutual understanding and cooperation on the
Horn. They encourage closer people-to-people contacts, promote cultural exchange, and
strengthen bilateral relations between China and the countries in this region.

The Chinese approach involves establishing channels through educational exchanges,
scholarships, and cultural programs to promote the exposure of their people. These programs
enable the exchange of valuable knowledge and skills but also help foster an atmosphere that
encourages understanding across different cultures. Investing in educational opportunities and
cultural interaction aims to create bridges between societies, foster person-to-person contacts, and
develop goodwill among the peoples of China and the Horn.

Aside from educational value, these kinds of cultural exchanges will also place Shanghai's
vitality inthe larger story about China as a promoter of mutual aid and regional cooperation. China
wants to establish through these cultural links a legacy of lasting friendship between the various

cultures worldwide, not just based on geostrategic considerations.
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In fact, China’s involvement in the Horn of Africa could be described as a total strategic
undertaking that embraces diplomacy, economic security, and cultural aspects. China’s many
engagements in Somalia, Ethiopia, and Djibouti, for example, and the Horn of Africa, more
generally, are efforts to consolidate influence, promote stability, or foster economic development.
All this occurs within a regional political environment against the backdrop of increasing global
competition.

China has established friendly relations with all the governments of the Horn, which stress
cooperation and common interests by free agreement. High-level exchanges with Ethiopia and
Djibouti have focused on economics, infrastructure, and contacts. So, China is promoting an
inclusive, legitimate, and non-interfering form of state building in Somalia.

In economic terms, investments seek to increase regional transportation links and stimulate
growth. Although these investments represent potential growth opportunities, there are also many
transparency problems and worries about sustainable development and cross-border debt that
affect local economies.

China's security concerns are also key features of its policy, as seen in its involvement in
peacekeeping operations and the establishment of a Chinese military base in Djibouti last year.
This military presence will reinforce China's maritime strategy, maintain regional stability, and
show the strategic intent in this Red Sea area. Cultural exchanges and educational activities also
complement tremendous efforts to enhance mutual understanding and cooperation between
China’s people.

China's actions in the Horn of Africa have met with justified concerns regarding
transparency, sustainability, and the impact on local economies and laws. There is a need to

examine and address these concerns. For example, economic cooperation has been a source of
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opportunities, but doubts still need to be made about the long-range impact on China's policies.
Debt sustainability, levels of governance transparency, and possible repercussions for local
markets are all key concerns. The criticism goes beyond economic factors to question China's long-
term ambitions, geopolitical reasons, and its decision between promoting regional stability or
short-term advantage. After all these Chinese activities have passed, the question of lasting effects
addresses the intellectual needs spurred by their occurrence. It carries a set of issues relating to

local development paradoxically linked to balancing geopolitical interests in the Horn.
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Chapter 111

Impact of China's Presence in the Horn of Africa

Critics of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa focus on its desire to gain a
strategic and geopolitical advantage over its rivals. However, Chinese investors and government
members have been largely benevolent towards their partners in the Horn of Africa. Thisis because
China’s government has focused on practicing a form of diplomacy that contrasts with colonialists'
practices in past eras.

The impact of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa can be divided into economic
and geopolitical terms. As a continent, Africa possesses the most developing countries in the
world.”™ This means African nations need outside assistance to realize their strengths and work
towards their highest potential. China’s presence in the African continent is not 100% altruistic, as
the Asian nation profits greatly from its projects in various sub-Saharan African locations.
However, the Chinese government’s method of entering the Horn of Africa and the economic
markets within the region differs strongly from the colonialists it has been compared to in the past.

China’s economic and diplomatic activity is defined by its encouragement and
reliance on the voluntary participation of its allies. China’s empowerment of countries in the Horn
of Africa has improved the long-term prospects of many governments in the region, as the soft
power generated by some Belt and Road Initiative projects has drawn the attention of China’s

historic rivals.'’® This increase in power has led some African countries to side with China on
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every political issue since they recognize the long-term benefits of aligning themselves with an
emerging global power that has already allocated plenty of resources to the continent.’”

China has invested heavily in the region's economies, completed multiple large-scale
infrastructure projects, and provided loans, grants, and other forms of financial, economic, and
developmental aid to countries within the African continent. China’s influence as a significant
financial partner for African countries has produced positive impacts lasting for generations. For
example, China granted African governments and businesses improved access to capital and
created more job opportunities in the region. The Chinese government has also designed multiple
programs meant to address or work around the unsustainable debt levels in countries like Djibouti,
Kenya, and Zambia, which limit their financial autonomy in the face of pressure from China.1’®
There is also the potential for exploitative labor practices, which could be detrimental to the local
economies and societies of the countries in the region. China has sought to exert influence in the
region through its economic activities and to develop political relationships with the nations. This
promotes its interests, which could have a perceived destabilizing effect.

Thus, this chapter discusses the impacts of China’s economic and geopolitical activitiesin
the Horn of Africa in deeper detail. Chapter II highlighted China’s strategic interests in the Horn
of Africa. This included the identification of the numerous economic and geopolitical opportunities
China has within the Horn of Africa. These opportunities have enriched Chinese businesses and
will continue to provide advantages for the country. However, China’s presence in the Horn of

Africa is not parasitic in nature. To explain this, the ramifications of China’s actions will be
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explored, and the implications of the identified impacts will be discussed in more detail at the end
of the chapter.

Unlike Chapter Il, this chapter will not isolate individual African countries and discuss
China’s investments in them at length. China’s activities in the entire region must be profiled to
get the best look possible at its currentimpact. To explain how China’s impact can be sufficiently
measured, a section dedicated to the qualitative metrics scholars can use to complete such a task,
will also be included. Once these metrics of measurement are established, conclusions based on
these metrics will be made. After this, criticisms that can still be made about China’s impact in the

Horn of Africa will be covered as well.

I1l. 1. China’s Economic Impact in the Horn of Africa

China’s impact in the Horn of Africa can be seen through the former’s investment
in the latter’s human resources. While Chinese investors have dedicated enormous amounts of
capital to stable industries like energy and transportation®’®investors from China have also
dedicated resources towards the education of African citizens. This was done to give young
Africansthe skills needed to be more employable at home and abroad. According to a news report
by the Chinese State Council, China’s Tianjin University of Technology and Education and
Ethiopia's Technical and Vocational Training Institute signed an agreement to develop programs

that improve students’ technology skills.*® These programs will leverage workshops to deliver
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knowledge to Ethiopian students and provide hardware to practitioners who need it to improve
their work in the field.

Other news stories show that China also wants to impact the most distressed
economies in the Horn of Africa. In another article, the Chinese State Council reported that six
African countries will receive zero-tariff treatment so they can build profitable relationships with
the Chinese market.'8! This zero-tariff treatment is a tangible show of the Chinese government’s
interest in building beneficial partnerships with every sub-Saharan African country. It highlights
its desire to impact the region using diplomatic policy and economic skills.

China’s economic impact in the Horn of Africa can be seen by examining its Belt and Road
Initiative. The Horn Economic and Social Policy Institute (2020) writes that the Belt and Road
Initiative led China to become Africa’s biggest economic and trading partner. The “depth and
breadth™!82 of China’s engagement with Africa set it apart from other nations and regions that
claimed to be interested in the continent’s economic success and long-term future. China’s
economic efforts have led to over $200 billion of trade between the nation and the African
continent*® and lowered unemployment rates in multiple countries. '8 Mohseni-Cheraghlou and
Aladekoba (2023) write that the Belt and Road Initiative is especially prevalent in seaport
countries. This is because countries with seaports have economic opportunities that landlocked

countries do not.*®® Chinese BRI projects in African countries with seaports received around $131
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million more in funding than projects dedicated to landlocked nations.8 Despite this significant
difference, China has still taken a notable interest in landlocked countries with developing
economies that do not have a stable long-term direction. China has also expressed its support for
nations receiving constant criticism from nations in the West and international organizations that
want to change how developing nations in the Horn of Africa govern themselves and handle
domestic issues.

China’s interest in seaport countries may come from its interest in countries’ natural
resources. Natural resources in the Horn of Africa include underutilized oil reserves and gas
reservoirs. Mohseni-Cheraghlou and Aladekoba (2023) write that China invested around $105
billion in the African energy sector between 2006 and 2020.8” These investments are part of
China’s long-term efforts to ensure African nations have consistent access to safe energy for the
foreseeable future.'® This is necessary since some African governments have struggled to
maintain the strength of their economies and find industries that can anchor them as they become
developed nations.'8°

The Horn Economic and Social Policy Institute (2020) writes that African countries
generally perceive the growth of China as an economic power in a positive manner. African forums
and groups willingly allowed China into the continent’s borders so it could infuse much-needed
capital and knowledge into African economies.'®® Indirectly, China’s investments encouraged
stable countries to maintain their advantages over others in the continent. Chinese businesses

tended to show more interest in markets that showed favorable probabilities of producing
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dividends. Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda are four African nations that have received
substantial Chinese investment in the past. These nations developed industrial parks, dams,
highways, and other large-scale infrastructure that benefitted them in multiple ways.*** The
diversity of these projects’ dividends shows that the fortification of the African economy can
deliver results other global powers have said they wanted in the African continent for decades.

China’s State Council Information Office (2021) writes that actual results and sincerity
guide its African continent and economic activities.®2 China’s focus on friendship has helped it
approach economic investments from the vantage point of an ally who wants to help its target
markets first and receive financial profits later.1°3 In its white paper, the State Council Information
Office portrays its economic and diplomatic activities as a pursuit of mutual interests within the
continent.*®* African countries and groups are able to do business with China while understanding
the nation is not looking to force its ideologies or diplomatic objectives on African nations. This
means large-scale projects are done with the knowledge that they will lead to widespread benefits
and lucrative business opportunities.

China’s State Council Information Office (2021) writes that China’s economic efforts in
Africawill expand at a rapid pace moving forward.®® China’s previous efforts led to a wide array
of grants and interest-free loans being provided to the continent and hundreds of roads, schools,

sports venues, and power facilities being created across the continent. Along with this, China’s
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State Council Information Office claims it trained over 160,000 people while aiding the continent’s
diplomatic endeavors.%®

The accomplishments mentioned above, investments, and services positively impacted
China’s trade relationship with the African continent and the volume of activity it has performed
inside the region. The State Council Information Office’s (2021) data shows that China’s trade
rate in Africa is about to rise despite the country already being the Horn of Africa’s largest trading
partner. One reason is China’s history of establishing funds and other financial initiatives dedicated
solely to the African continent.'®” The Africa Growing Together Fund was establishedin 2014 by
the People’s Bank of China and the African Development Bank. Since its establishment, the fund
has spent $1.14 billion on agriculture, water supply and sanitation, and energy projects.% Africa
Growing Together Fund is one of many, and the financial instruments China created provide a
tangible paper trail for scholars and critics to use when researching how China’s presence and
activity in the Horn of Africa have financially benefited Africans.

China’s interest in doing business in Africa impacted the price of materials and resources
inside Africa.!®® This is one explanation for the rising dollar figures attached to China’s trading
value and activity in the region. African consumers benefited from the new business their local
markets generated despite declining opportunities for local producers. Despite this decline in
opportunities, many African leaders appreciated the Chinese’s simplistic approach to foreign
market entry. According to one leader, Chinese business people made their interests known and

proceeded to work on them without asking for anything else in return.?%° The lack of preliminary
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conditions allowed African countries to stimulate their economies for free as Chinese companies
gathered their bearings and began creating partnerships while gaining market share.

As highlighted in Chapter II, Chinese businesses’ entrance into the African economy was
vital because it helped modernize many developing countries’ way of life and business. Before
China’s aggressive economic growth inside the Horn of Africa, many countries’ economies were
based on agriculture and maritime goods. This prevented nations in the Horn of Africa from doing
business with international partners in growing industries that required re-skilled human capital
and access to other industrial resources and technology. Over time, the success and proliferation
of Chinese investments helped some developing countries’ economies create new policies that
used Chinese businesses’ success as a foundation for future activities.?%!

Regardless of China’s massive economic success in the Horn of Africa, some still see the
Chinese government’s investment in Africa as a novelty.?°? Despite this, academic research on
China’s presence in the Horn of Africa has been performed by think tanks and authors who believe
the Asian country’s work in the region sets a template for future economic and geopolitical
activity.?%® Murphy’s (2022) research on China’s presence in the Horn of Africa discusses the
historical reasons for the country’s entrance into the sub-Saharan African region and the
international implications of such an endeavor.?% While this paper aims to do the same, Murphy’s
work focuses on a broader range of history and then discusses the effects of China’s actions. Still,
Murphy’s book shows the influence of China’s activity in the Horn of Africa, as the seemingly

novel investments it has made in the Horn of Africa are beginning to draw attention from
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institutions and scholars who otherwise would pay attentionto China’s rivalries with other global

powers.

ITI. 2. China’s Geopolitical Impact in the Horn of Africa

In 2023, Chinese President Xi Jinping released a statement that expressed support for the
Republic of the Congo’s quest for national independence and the opposition to foreign
interference.?’® The Republic of the Congo gained this support from China’s president because it
proved its past loyalty to the Chinese government.2% This past diplomatic work gives the African
country a powerful ally to lean on during times of distress and conflict with its international rivals.
This could be one of the most considerable impacts of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa, as
it gives the region a premier partner that openly criticizes the lack of investment and the impacts
other global powers have made inside the country.

Murphy (2022) writes that China’s involvement in the Horn of Africa is a decades-old
affair that was partially started because the Chinese government wanted to compete more against
the United States.2%” As China grew as a global power, its relationship with numerous states inside
a continent rich with human and natural resources gave it a strategic advantage few other nations
were able to tap into. Murphy writes that American media platforms heavily criticize China’s
growth in the Horn of Africa. However, this criticism is likely to stem from China’s successful
leverage of its historical economic activity in the region, as Chinese merchants and politicians have

been able to gain footing in the continent since the days of the Silk Road.?%®
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In the Mao era, China also supported many African countries’ quests for independence as
they formed anticolonial and pro-liberation groups throughout the continent.?%® While colonialism
no longer exists, China’s focus on helping developing countries in Africa also aids those who do
not receive financial or political assistance from their former colonizers. Since the turn of the 21st
century, China has contributed to the development of the United Nations peacekeeping forces in
the Horn of Africa, the establishment of naval bases in sub-Saharan African countries, and the
creation of two regional organizations that will work towards the geopolitical and economic
growth of countries in the Horn of Africa and the Middle East/North Africa region.?1°

The activities above concisely describe the long and diverse list of political activities China
has initiated in the Horn of Africa region. Murphy’s (2022) book provides a detailed look into
China's military, business, and diplomatic activities over time.?!! As China’s influence and impact
in the Horn of Africa grows, the former will gradually increase as an international power that has
the ability to leverage its numerous alliances in the African continent to develop its domestic
interests in energy, transportation, natural resources, education, and politics. Murphy predicts that
the gradual collapse of the United States and China’s diplomatic relationship will eventually cause
China to lean on its African friends even more.?'2 This is why the billions of dollars China spent
on its economic positioning in the Horn of Africawill have lingering impacts thatbenefit its current
partners and diminish the power of its Western rivals.

Vinicius de Freitas (2023) writes that critics of China’s involvement in the Horn of Africa

cite the nation’s use of debt-trapping and tools that increase the continent’s reliance on Chinese
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businesses and resources.?*® Critics also claim that corruption in African governments has
increased since China established itself within the region as a source of consistent political and
economic support.?# However, China has not forced its political ideologies on African countries.
It has developed an economic and diplomatic presence.?!® News reports from China’s State
Council list the longstanding relationships African countries created with the Chinese government
of their own volition.?'® In the Republic of the Congo’s case, a relationship with China’s
government was fostered over six decades.?'” The Chinese government expressed an interest in
holding a joint celebration to mark the 60th anniversary of the two countries’ bilateral relationship
and pledged to continue cooperating with the Republic of the Congo for the foreseeable future.?8

The voluntary nature of China’s relationship with African governments shows that it may
not engage in the neocolonialism some critics accuse. Vinicius de Freitas (2023) writes that many
critics believe China developed a presence in Africa so it could have access to all its natural
resources.?'® By practicing an indirect form of colonialism, China could make any request it
wanted or, even worse, strong governments that were indebted to China via the acceptance of
multiple loans or diplomatic and strategic assistance.??° Nations with weak political structures are
most susceptible to these adverse outcomes. Still, the Chinese government has repeatedly promised

never to monopolize resources or place its African allies in precarious situations.?2!
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Another sign of China’s avoidance of neocolonialist behavior is its efforts to improve the
African continent’s soft power and ability to negotiate with other nations and international blocs.
Vinicius de Freitas (2023) writes that China’s investment in African infrastructures has happened
without guaranteed success in many nations.??? Despite this, China’s activities on the continent
gradually led to its becoming its largest trading partner through its numerous projects, initiatives,
and long-term relationships. This is a significant trend to recognize since it shows that China’s
prosperity in the African continent occurred because it correctly approached things. This
correctness is rooted in disappointing experiences with European colonialism in the past and a
desire to approach its relationship with less powerful countries differently.??3 The Belt and Road
Initiative is flexible to the needs of local governments and the sectors they need to develop for
their long-term prosperity.??* This means Chinese investors are disincentivized to engage in debt-
trapping and other unethical activities since China would not receive its dividends from African
projects. This logic proves that the country’s geopolitical impact in the Horn of Africais rooted in
a desire to gain power through ethical means and the growth of the African continent’s multiple
developing nations.

Mohseni-Cheraghlou and Aladekoba (2023) write that Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine
allowed China to become the largest arms dealer in Africa.??> Currently, China has a favorable
business relationship with the Nigerian security sector (Mohseni-Cheraghlou & Aladekoba, 2023).
This relationship is bound to grow as business with Russia becomes a more controversial activity.

China’s presence within the African continent prevents Western critics from influencing how
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African governments and merchants view Chinese investors. However, the global backlash against
Russia gives China an opportunity to grow even more within Africa because merchants in the
continent will be able to separate themselves from arms dealers based in Moscow and elsewhere.?2

As the Chinese government continues providing an alternative for security companies, it
also possesses the leverage to increase its military presence in Africa.??’ This impact will gradually
lead to coastal African nations having a longtime ally to provide protection during hostile
moments. China’s growing number of naval bases in the continent also gives the Asian nation a
chance to compete against the United States and its international military presence.??8 As
aforementioned, the United States is a major power that has not dedicated as much attention to the
Horn of Africa as China. China has criticized military coups in Guinea while also blocking the
United Nations Security Council from levying extra sanctions on Mali because of their coups.??°
These examples are proof of China’s desire to act as a political ally for the entire African continent.
The diplomatic manifestations of this desire have protected multiple African administrations from
the criticism of Western actors. As such, China has positively impacted the independence and
domestic agency of the continent’s developing nations.

China’s State Council Information Office (2021) states that China has always treated
Africa like its equal during diplomatic and economic interactions.?3° As the Chinese government
works to advance the country to new heights, it claims it wants to take the African continent with

it by establishing relationships with the African Union and scheduling meetings with African
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leaders from various political parties and countries.?®! China’s meetings with various African
leaders have legitimized their administrations and ensured they are respected by Westerners and
other governments that previously ignored the diplomatic agency of nations in the Horn of Africa.
China’s State Council Information Office writes that the Chinese government created bilateral
agreements with multiple African statesand has strived to formalize the China-Africa partnership
in other ways.?®2 China and the African Union have established methods to pursue and discuss
human rights and bring local governments into the fold.?3® This work allowed African states and
political parties to make public statements on the international stage while combating COVID-19
and advocating for other efforts that would benefit the continent, China, and the world if outsiders

bought into African nations’ objectives and goals.?%*

III. 3. Implications of China’s Economic and Geopolitical Impact in the

Horn of Africa

In Chapter I, China’s interests in the global south were discussed. This discussion
mentioned that China initially desired the global south’s natural resources. However, the Chinese
government recognized the other opportunities within the region when examining the new markets
in which it could launch its products and services. In the present day, the Horn of Africa has grown
to become the Chinese economy’s most lucrative market. China’s need to diversify its customer
base was met with the interest of African leaders who wanted to grow their economies but lacked

the knowledge and capital to do so.
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China’s Belt and Road Initiative is a multifaceted strategy that works towards establishing
an economic presence in developing areas while also positioning China for geopolitical strength.
China’s ambition to build a corridor from Asia to Africa to Europe requires the cooperation of
multiple parties, and the guarantee that the business ventures started in the corridor will pay
dividends. As of now, China’s investments in the Horn of Africa have delivered the financial
profits needed to justify China’s continued presence in the region. Unfortunately, Western skeptics
of the Chinese’s true motives for being in Africa are blocking China from establishing itselfin the
other areas.

Research highlights the West’s skepticism of China’s work in the Horn of Africa.?3®
Despite other powers’ lack of interest in the region, China’s investment in the Horn of Africa has
not created a positive reputation as an innovator. The lack of praise surrounding China’s presence
in that area shows signs that the country will be unable to make strides in Western markets due to
geopolitical differences. One of these geopolitical differences is China’s rising military presence
in the Horn of Africa. As mentioned in an earlier section, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine allowed
Chinese security and weapons companies to sell their wares to countries that relied on Russian
manufacturers and vendors to supply them with the weaponry needed to protect themselves.
China’s provision of security services and products seems natural since multiple Belt and Road
Initiative projects have improved African nations’ infrastructures. Protecting these infrastructures
is something China should also be invested in since Chinese companies and human talent will be

able to call more African markets home sooner rather than later.
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China’s provision of weapons and other resources has improved its relationships in the
Horn of Africa. Before, China’s investment was primarily economic.?®® Now, China’s security
activities have shown African allies and partners that China is willing to expend numerous
resources to protect its investments and provide critical support to developing African nations that
cannot develop and deploy immense armies themselves. As an emerging power protecting
developing nations in a different continent without the expectation of payment, Chinais eventually
positioning itself to receive praise from the international community. Political differences between
corrupt African administrations and diplomatic countries in the West may be smoothed over by
many African political parties’ ability to work together when advocating for eradicating global
disasters like COVID-19.

Vinicius de Freitas’s (2023) research discussed debt-trapping and how China is not guilty
of unethical lending accusations against it.?®” The literature review in Chapter | highlighted
China’s Beijing Consensus and how it was meant to be a direct counter to the United States’
Washington Consensus. Multiple publications from China’s State Council express a proactive
strategy of altruism and friendship towards African nations. The Washington Consensus’ focus on
democracy and human rights does not differ from China’s practical approach in the Horn of Africa
region. China’s fluid entry into African markets and sectors shows that the Chinese governmentis
not interested in using force to complete any African endeavors. Skeptics reject this idea despite
the Chinese government celebrating decades-long relationships with African countries and their
governments. This leads to one of the most prominent implications of China’s economic and

geopolitical presence in the Horn of Africa: the growth of China’s soft power.
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Soft power, indeed, relies on something other than war and force to gain strategic
advantages. China’s diplomacy throughout the African continent has given it diplomatic
relationships that are becoming more important every year. China’s State Council Information
Office (2021) writes that China is promoting anti-poverty endeavors that use health, education,
science, and technology to make a difference.?® China’s State Council Information Office writes
that the efforts mentioned earlier will be combined to help African countries’ social development.
Africa’s social development is a hybrid project, as it will also lead to the training of professionals
in the continent. These professionals will work for companies on the continent that may or may
not be owned by Chinese individuals and entities. In either case, Chinawill benefit because African
leaders will credit China for investing in African universities and arranging opportunities for
learners to demonstrate and practice their learning.

China’s State Council Information Office (2021) also states that China is interested in
working with its African partners towards environmentally friendly solutions to climate change. 2%°
While explaining these ambitions, China’s State Council Information Office states that it also
wants to work with international organizations and research institutions to accomplish this section
of goals. China’s willingness to work with members of the international community is a public
show of its efforts to improve its international reputation. While Africa benefits significantly from
such immediate access to a budding global superpower, China benefits more from having multiple
examples of how its preferred diplomatic strategy can be used to deliver profits, friendship, and

the resources needed to complete major projects.
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The results of these major projects should reduce the skepticism the country receives. Some
rivalries may continue for a while due to factors unrelated to the African continent.?*° The
resources China has poured into its mutually beneficial relationships inthe Horn of Africa should
be proof that it is not trying to be a colonizer in its own way. At the same time, it would be naive
to believe China does not gain a political advantage from proactively investing inaregion that was
believed to be too impoverished to deliver real dividends. Murphy writes that the United States
views its competition with China as a significant threat to national security. This mindset is rooted
in political, ideological, and military-related differences, which are unlikely to disappear since
China knows how its culture clashes with the Americans’.?4!

It is possible that China’s work is well received by other influencers in the West, however.
China’s efforts in the Horn of Africa do not appear to be short-sighted. Eventually, a time will
come when the Chinese government is exposed or finally respected as the one power that
recognized the Horn of Africa as a viable spot for investment before everyone else did. Suppose
China’s work in Ethiopia is an example. In that case, it is clear that the Asian country’s investment

in Africa’s human capital will prove that it is a generous actor in its true objectives in Africa.

III. 4. The Implications of China’s Presence in the Horn of Africa from

Africa’s Perspective

In the immediate future, countries in the Horn of Africa must determine how they want to

progress. Ironically, China touts how it intends to treat its international partners how they want to

240 Murphy, D. C. (2022). China’s rise in the global south: The Middle East, Africa, and Beijing's alternative world
order.

241 1bid.

96



be treated.?*? This means a complete discussion of the implications of China’s presence in the Horn
of Africa requires a look into historical and recent developments from the African perspective.

China’s investment into Africa has given Africans access to a trading partner and a region
that allows them to build in emerging markets unfamiliar with African nations’ best wares.?*? In
some circles, developing African countries are still considered third-world countries and looked
down upon for their lack of technological advancement and resources.?** This lack of respect
created a paradox, making it difficult for African countries to escape poverty. The paradox
involved a lack of opportunity from investors who did not think Africa was a lucrative market.
This lack of investment prevented African governments from developing their jurisdictions and
populations since they lacked the capital and knowledge to do s0.24° China’s decision to increase
its position in the Horn of Africa ended this paradox by allowing African nations to open their
doors to investors willing to do the upfront work themselves. This willingness was vital since it
gave China the chance to innovate the foreign market entry process.

Zafar (2007) writes that China has invested in 50 African countries. Some of these
investments are focused on extracting natural resources, while others aim to provide educational
services and other non-energy and metals-related endeavors.?*® China’s flexibility gives each

nation in the Horn of Africa a chance to craft their own experiences with the country. China

confirms as much in many of its news reports on its African activities.?*’ The pride China takes in
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its flexible nature gives nations in the Horn of Africa a chance to develop economic and
geopolitical relationships with Asian nations proactively. China desires to prove itself as a political
influencer in the global arena. Also, the country’s desire to develop as a worldwide trader means
it is willing to pursue opportunities if a lack of resistance is there.

African nations with a history of communicating with China leverage this diplomatic asset
by conversing with Chinese leadership as much as possible. These conversations sometimes lead
to initiatives and projects with multigenerational benefits for African nations and their people.24®
One of these benefits is the attraction of other international investors who want to reap the same
benefits China has over the past few decades. The literature review in Chapter | found that
investments in infrastructure, improvements in governance, and the guarantee of stable politics
improve African countries’ chances of attracting new investment. China’s geopolitical activities
in the region are helping African nations learn how to perform the previous list of activities and
use diplomacy to communicate their needs to the international community.

An example of a need from Africa’s perspective is preserving its natural resources long-
term. While China has invested much into Africa’s access to energy, technology, and education,
its primary value comes from its metals, oil, and other natural resources. Also, some nationsin the
Horn of Africa will still need torely on their coastal and agricultural industries for quite some time
until their infrastructures are ready to rely on newer industries full-time. China’s presence in the
region gives the least developed countries in the Horn of Africa confidence that they will be able
to research solutions to climate change and the overuse of their resources without having to worry

about partners’ ulterior motives.
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China’s higher level of investment in seaport countries could be a sign that the nation
recognizes the need to leverage renewable natural resources more often than not. While this leads
to less support for landlocked nations in sub-Saharan Africa, it shows that China does not want to
strip African countries of their natural resources and leave them with nothing to support themselves
with. Also, China’s lower level of spending in landlocked African countries does not mean it is
absent in those markets. This activity challenges many of the criticisms China receives from
skeptics who believe it is trying to put the least developed African governments in eternal debt.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative may be one of the more Africa-centric endeavors in the
entire world. China did not make the BRI for Africa. Still, its execution is done in a manner that
benefits African nations the most since the funds they receive can only be used for the projects
they apply for. This means there is a substantial chance the products they produce will earn revenue
and benefit Africans in multiple ways.?*® As more African countries take advantage of this
opportunity, critics will recognize that African economies are ready for international investors.
They can flourishif they are not held accountable to those who help them forever. Mindsets rooted
in exploitation will never succeed long-term in the Horn of Africa. China’s government has
recognized this and put this knowledge into practice. However, the rest of the global community
appears unaware of the Horn of Africa’s readiness to do business and become a more influential

regional and international player.
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III. 5. The Implications of China’s Presence in the Horn of Africa from

Critics’ Perspective

Critics of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa may point to the issues Vinicius de Freitas
(2023) debunked in his report.?>® China’s work in the Horn of Africa has given developing
countries access to resources they never would have touched if it were not for Chinese companies’
way of doing business.?>! China’s use of favorable policies endears developing African
governments and economies to it as it determines how it will achieve its long-term goals in the
region. In its publications, the Chinese government does not admit it has underlying motives??,
but critics of the country believe amicable opportunities will never undermine its geopolitical
aims. %3

Other critics may also believe China’s success in the Horn of Africa may set a worrying
precedent for other rivals of the West who want to gain a foothold in the region. The number of
unstable governments in the Horn of Africa means corruption could occur in multiple markets and
states. This means political and traditional crimes could happen at any moment, and members of
the outside world would never know. Critics could prevent this criticism by increasing their
presence in the Horn of Africa. Still, China’s decision to expand its military presence shows a
worrying sign that it has predicted its rivals’ desire to deter aggressive acts by African governments

with controversial histories.
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Confirming China’s actual geopolitical goals would require investigations by rivals who
are already biased. Objective investigations into China’s activities would have to be done by
countries that have not received investment from China or entered into cold wars with the nation.
For critics, this may be a sobering prospect, as it would not make sense for a party that fits this
description to assess China’s impact in the Horn of Africa without some form of compensation
that could make it biased. Also, objective investigators would still need to see how Chinese-funded
schools are performing within developing countries and educating the next generation of African
professionals.

These difficulties mean China’s most prominent critics will eventually need to enter into a
diplomatic relationship with the country to monitor it themselves or collaborate with it to ensure
African countries are not being developed in a way that makes them overly dependent on one
foreign investor. As of now, it appears that the overdependence mentioned above is a very high
risk. If China’s desire to treat others how they would want to be treated is genuine, then it would
like its allies to be placed in positions where they could survive if global or political emergencies

prevented them from receiving Chinese revenue and aid for an extended period.

III. 6. Measuring the Impact of China’s Presence in the Horn of Africa

Assessing the impact of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa also requires a qualitative
or quantitative measurement of the benefits provided by the country’s activities in the region. This
paper’s consultation of diverse literature makes it easier to discuss the qualitative methods scholars
can use to gauge China’s impact in the Horn of Africa, as the opinions of African leaders and the
texts created by other authors interested in the subject provide a wealth of data for critics to look

into.
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For one, the economic and business stories produced by China’s activities in the Horn of
Africa can be used. Vinicius de Freitas’ (2023) research examines claims of debt-trapping by
China, the great power competition that is happening in the Horn of Africa, and how the European
Union and the United States have reacted to China’s work in Africa in the past.?®* Likewise,
Murphy (2022) focuses on the history of China’s motivations in the Horn of Africa and why these
activities worsen the country’s relationship with the United States.?>° Gathering data from previous
works and highlighting major themes can help scholars and critics find metrics to use moving
forward.

A significant metric is the short- and/or long-term benefit of Belt and Road Initiative
projects within African countries. China’s State Council has published multiple news reports on
the country’s activities and investments. Still, it will be up to African organizations and other areas
of the Chinese government to write reports explaining how much African countries benefited from
investments in the past. China’s State Council Information Office (2021) provides an excellent
example of this with its report on China and Africa’s new era of partnership.?°® The strategies and
benefits mentioned in this report can be compared against anti-China criticisms published in other
publications. Once this data is extracted, the results released by African nations can help determine
which side of the argument is correct.

This relates to the second metric scholars can use: the testimonies of Africans themselves.
Some African governments have been proud of their friendship with China for decades.?®” This

expression is proven through their bilateral activities with China and their public stances with
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Asian countries whenever there is strife in the international community. Thus, using the direct and
indirect statements of Africans can determine the impact of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa,
as numerous demonstrations of support would be a sign that China has done something the
Africans do not want to end. At the same time, criticisms from citizens who cannot control their
countries’ international policy should also be heard. The presence of different governments and
political parties in Africa means there will also be different political opinions. Opinions from
underrepresented population groups and social classes with little to no political agency should also
be heard. Afterall, itis likely that these are the people being affected by local producers’ declining

opportunities after Chinese companies enter the local market.

III. 7. Measurement of China’s Impact on the Horn of Africa based on the

Aforementioned Metrics

Based on the aforementioned metrics, China’s impact on the Horn of Africa is positive.
China’s investment and completion of projects in the Horn of Africa have been prolific and
undeniable.?®® Also, the diversity of the country’s work in the Horn of Africa proves that it is not
focused on stripping the African continent of its natural resources for a quick profit and leaving
afterward. Literature shows that China’s investments in the Horn of Africa have been made with
an economic and strategic long-term mindset.?*® The strategic nature of China’s activities in the
Horn of Africa is based on its need to compete with the United States and other global powers that

wish to usurp it for whatever reason. In terms of impact, the African allies China has accumulated
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over time show that its strategic goals are working. This means rivals like the United States will
either need to coexist alongside China in the African arena or accept that African governments
have decided to do business with China on their merit.

The Horn of Africa’s growing population means that testimonies about China’s presence
in the region are bound to be diverse. However, this does not mean researchers cannot sample
populations that do not give an opinion either way. Students from schools built in China and
employees at businesses started by Chinese investors could be sampled to provide researchers with
a nuanced view of the benefits and drawbacks of having a Chinese presence in their countries.
Younger Africans’ innovativeness and energy could lead to having a positive or indifferent
mindset toward the academic opportunities introduced by China in their homelands. On the other
hand, conservative Africans may be wary of China’s growing influence, which means African
politicians will be forced to consider how their desires and policies will affect foreign investors.

With the second metric, it is apparent China’s impact in the Horn of Africa is very high.
China has grown to become Africa’s largest trading partner. That means economies throughout
the continent are doing business with China at a high rate. This high rate could result from
favorable policies like the zero-tariff treatment six developing countries in the Horn of Africaare
getting.2®® The zero-tariff treatment will allow the six countries to trade in China with no issue.
This gives them a head start over other foreign investors whom China has not taken a noted interest
in.

Financial data from the State Council Information Office (2021) shows how profitable

favorable policies and sustained diplomacy can be for Africans in the Horn of Africa.?®* A lack of
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peer-reviewed literature that can prove China practices neocolonialismin the Horn of Africa also
highlights the positive impact China’s presence is having in the region. The growth in the Horn of
Africa’s population means countries in the area will need to build the public resources necessary
to care for all these people. China was helping with this before the sharp rise in the region’s
population began.?®? This proves that China’s presence is positive since it is assisting African
nations to prepare themselves for the consequences that follow economic booms and prosperity.

Regarding China’s increasing military presence in the region, there is little criticism from
African sources about the extra security Chinese forces provide.?%® Russia’s political failures after
the invasion of Ukraine forced African nations to seek out new vendors of security services and
access to weapons. While supplying the tools needed for African countries to defend themselves
is important, China’s growing naval presence also helps countries in the Horn of Africa fight
piracy, prevent trafficking, and reduce the occurrence of other crimes that usually occur in coastal

or maritime environments.

ITII. 8. Future Criticisms of the Impact of China’s Presence in the Horn of

Africa

China’s increasing presence in the Horn of Africa may never be viewed as a positive trend
by some countries. China can positively portray its naval presence for the duration of its
investment, but African governments may be swayed to reveal problems if the situation ever arises.

If this occurs, critics like the United States would be proven correct. Currently, China’s economic
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prosperity in the Horn of Africa should be enough to secure the business and diplomatic interests
of multiple countries and powers in the West. China’s low-maintenance way of entering foreign
markets means other countries can benefit from giving China space to operate within their markets
whenever they want to. However, some critics may need more time to see how various projectsin
the Horn of Africa work out.

Projects in countries with corrupt or unstable governments may turn out to be failures
because China is not interested in pushing its idea of governance onto its partners. This lack of
interest in guiding other governments could lead to corrupt regimes gaining funding for their
activities via profitable Chinese businesses in their jurisdiction. In this case, China would need to
decide how to move forward with the exploitation of its funds and business acumen for the wrong
reasons. Thus far, there are few examples where the Chinese had to advocate against their African
partners.?®* This means critics of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa may be suitable if they
claim the Chinese have no interest in quelling the bad actors in the region by showing them the
power of diplomacy and ethical investment.

A third criticism China could receive is its maintenance of a desire to compete with other
powers by leveraging its presence within the Horn of Africa. China’s positive impact in the Horn
of Africameans some countries would suffer greatly if it left the continent altogether. This means
critics who claim to care about the Horn of Africa would be doing it a disservice if they forced
China to leave. China has not exploited this, but this lack of exploitation could be the product of
everyone involved already understanding the consequences of China’s exit. China’s impact in the
Horn of Africa is so strong that numerous technological and energy-related projects would end if

the Chinese were not there to fund them. Likewise, the improvement of Africa’s human resources
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largely relies on the investments made in new schools and professional training centers. Removing
these resources from the equation would only damage the Horn of Africa and not help it. Knowing
this could make critics complain that China never taught African nations how to build these
resources independently.

Finally, some critics could wonder how China is so invested in stopping climate change as
it continuously uses the Horn of Africa’s natural resources to perform its business activities in the
region. Belt and Road Initiative projects are often cost-involved endeavors that require numerous
natural resources. Many of the projects completed by Chinese investors required the performance
of deforestation and soil erosion to be correctly completed. Like most construction jobs, these
projects also required human resources to be done as efficiently as possible. Research touting the
benefits of China’s investment in the Horn of Africa does not discuss the environmental and
physical toll Belt and Road Initiative projects may take on African countries, their environments,
and their populations. This makes supporters and scholars take a one-sided view towards China’s
work in the region.

In the end, China’s government rarely, if ever, publishes criticisms about itself or its closest
allies. This means primary data from the Chinese government may never be a reliable source for
those who want to perform deep investigations. Local populations have opposed some Belt and
Road Initiative projects in the past due to their abuse of the environment?5%, but these criticisms
often go unreported in the Chinese media. Full transparency about these issues is needed for the
impact of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa to be measured in its most accurate form. With
objective data, outsiders will likely produce conclusions that do not consider the entire scope of

the continent’s unique needs and issues.
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Without a complete understanding of the Horn of Africa’s needs, critics may not be able
to make their suggestions about the development of the region. This means those criticizing
China’s methods may not have the knowledge to help the African continent on their own. This
would create a situation where the Horn of Africa reenters the paradox of poverty since no one
would want to learn how to help it despite other countries using successful models that may not
have been perfect in the ethical sense. As of now, it appears that critics of China would not want
to use financing methods to trap countries that do not have the infrastructure needed to pay back
large loans. This means they would be giving the money countries need without any expectation
of return. This could help in the short term, but China’s investment method is impactful because it
creates permanent solutions and businesses that last for generations.

Western critics appear to be more concerned with China’s ability to grab Africans’ focus
and hold it for extended periods.2%® China’s nature of communication with the Horn of Africa treats
the region like an equal and not a lesser diplomatic being to be pitied. Vinicius de Freitas’ (2023)
account of the European Union and United States’ criticisms of Chinese presence in Africa makes
the latter seem like it cannot think for itself.?%” This could be why Western partners fell out of favor
in the African continent over time, as Western powers usually want to prevent the growth of threats
before they become threats, even if this means diminishing the nations that could benefit from said

targets.
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Conclusion

This work began by tracing the roots of China’s involvement in the Horn of Africa back to
the early 2000s. This period marked the initiation of China’s intensified focus on infrastructure,
energy, and technology investments in countries such as Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, and Eritrea.
These investments were not mere economic ventures but strategic moves aligned with China’s
broader geopolitical ambitions.?%8 The infrastructure projects, including railways, roads, and ports,
boosted the region’s connectivity and economic prospects. They also served as leverage for China
to strengthen its geopolitical foothold in this strategically located region. As China’s presence in
the Horn of Africa grew, so did its impact on global affairs, particularly on the Global South. This
involvement has been pivotal in redefining the dynamics of international relations and global
power structures. As a part of the Global South, the Horn of Africa has become a significant player
in sustainable development, human rights, and global governance issues. China’s role in these
areas has been complex, covering various interests and strategies.?®® On the one hand, China’s
investments have contributed to economic development and infrastructure improvement, fostering
regional growth. On the other hand, these activities have raised questions about sustainability,
equity, and the long-term implications for the sovereignty and autonomy of the African nations
involved.

China’s strategic motives in the Horn of Africa are deeply intertwined with its global
aspirations. Due to its location near crucial international shipping lanes and natural resource

wealth, the region's significance aligns with China’s need to secure its energy supplies and expand
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its global trade reach. Furthermore, this involvement in the Horn of Africa reflects its desire to
present an alternative development and international cooperation model, differing from the
traditional Western-led paradigms. This approach has implications for the global balance of power
and the nature of international developmentassistance. China’s actions in the Horn of Africa have
profoundly impacted the region’s political and economic landscape. Establishing military bases,
increased diplomatic engagements, and significant investments have positioned China as a key
influencer in the region’s affairs. This influence extends beyond economic and infrastructural
development to encompass regional security and governance. The evolving relationship between
China and the nations of the Horn of Africaexemplifiesanew era in international relations, where

emerging powers like China play increasingly prominent roles on the global stage.

1. Strategic and Economic Dynamics

A thorough analysis of the strategic and economic dynamics is imperative in the discourse
on China’s burgeoning influence in the Horn of Africa. These strategic interests in the region
encompass access to the Red Sea, resource acquisition, and the establishment of a significant
diplomatic and military presence. Concurrently, the economic impacts of China’s investments,
including improved access to capital, job creation, and the associated challenges, such as
unsustainable debt and potentially exploitative labor practices, are crucial for a deeper
understanding of China’s role in the region.?’? These strategic incursions into the Horn of Africa
are primarily driven by its quest to secure access to the Red Sea, a vital maritime route for global
trade. This maritime positioning offers China enhanced trade opportunities and a crucial passage

for its energy imports and exports. Establishing military bases, particularly in Djibouti, is a
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testament to China’s commitment to safeguarding these maritime interests. This military presence,
the first for the PRC outside its territory, indicates its readiness to protect its regional profits
actively.

The acquisition of resources is a central component of China’s engagement in the Horn of
Africa.?’* The region has abundant natural resources, including minerals and energy reserves, vital
to fueling the Chinese burgeoning economy. Pursuing these resources aligns with the broader
strategy of diversifying its resource supply chains and reducing dependency on traditional markets.
This aspect of China’s plan is not merely an economic endeavor but a key maneuver to bolster its
global financial stability and security.

Simultaneously, China’s economic investments in the region have had a significant
impact.?’? The infusion of capital has led to the development of critical infrastructure, which has,
in turn, stimulated local economies and created job opportunities. Projects such as roads, railways,
and ports have enhanced connectivity not only within the Horn of Africa but also between the
region and the wider world. These developments have facilitated trade, opened new markets, and
improved access to resources vital to the region’s economic growth and development.

However, China’s economic footprint in the Horn of Africa is not without its challenges.
The increasing levels of debt incurred by countriesin the region due to Chinese loans have raised
concerns about their long-term financial sustainability. A significant concern is the risk of ‘debt-
trap diplomacy,” where countries cannot service their debts and thus fall into a cycle of dependency
on China. This situation could potentially undermine the financial autonomy and sovereignty of

these nations. Furthermore, the potential for exploitative labor practices in Chinese-led projects
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has been a point of contention. There have been instances where the influx of Chinese labor and
the use of labor practices that do not align with international standards have led to tensions and
criticisms. These practices impact the local workforce and raise ethical questions about the nature

of China’s investments and their alignment with sustainable and equitable development principles.

2. Political Implications and Partnerships with International

Organizations

The political implications of China’s expanding influence in the Horn of Africa include
reshaping the region’s power dynamics and significantly impacting the domestic politics of its
nations. This influence is further accentuated by Chinese partnerships with international
organizations, including the African Union, aligning with its broader regional objectives. The
Chinese nation’s involvement in the Horn of Africa has introduced a new paradigm in the region’s
political landscape. This shift is most evident in the changing power dynamics, where China’s
presence has introduced an alternative to Western influence. As the PRC continues to strengthen
its ties with the countries in the Horn of Africa through substantial investments and diplomatic
efforts, it has emerged as a pivotal player in the region’s political arena.?’® This influence extends
beyond economic engagement and encompasses active participation in the domestic politics of
these nations. By offering substantial developmentaid and investments, China has positioned itself
as a key ally for many governments in the region, gaining significant leverage in their internal

affairs.
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The political influence wielded by China in the Horn of Africa is not merely transactional
but strategically calibrated. It often transcends the conventional realm of diplomacy, involving
deeper engagement in the domestic political processes of these nations. For instance, China’s role
in facilitating political stability and supporting certain political factions or leaders has been
notable. This involvement in domestic politics has implications for the sovereignty and autonomy
of these nations, potentially leading to arecalibration of their internal and external policies in favor
of China’s interests. The latter’s growing regional influence has implications for the existing
geopolitical order. The traditional power balance, predominantly influenced by Western nations
and institutions, is challenged by China’s assertive presence. This shift has prompted both regional
and global actors to reassess their strategies and alignments in the Horn of Africa, contributing to
a more multipolar regional order. The competition between major regional powers has intensified,
with China’s activities closely watched by other global players.

The PRC’s partnership with the African Union and other international organizations is
critical to its strategy in the Horn of Africa. These are symbolic moves to align China’s interests
with those of regional and international bodies. China’s engagement with these organizations
reflects its desire to present itself as a responsible global power committed to multilateralism and
regional development.?’* Through these alliances, China seeks to legitimize its presence in the
region, portraying its involvement as part of a collaborative effort toward regional stability and
growth. China’s strategic objectives align with its partnerships with international organizationsin
various collaborative projects and initiatives. These cooperations have facilitated China’s access

to regional markets and resources while providing a platform for diplomatic engagement and
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influence. By working with the African Union and other bodies, China has been able to project its
soft power, gaining political goodwill and enhancing its image as a benevolent power committed
to mutual growth and development. China’s partnerships with international organizations in the
region are complex. While these alliances offer opportunities for regional development and
collaboration, they also raise concerns about the potential for China to exert undue influence over
these organizations and their policies. The balance between cooperation and influence is delicate,
and the long-term implications of these coalitions for the autonomy and decision-making of

regional bodies remain a subject of significant debate.

3. Benefits and Challenges

The Chinese investments in the Horn of Africa, an area steeped in geopolitical significance,
present a scenario of dual outcomes—~benefits and challenges—intricately woven into the fabric
of the region’s development narrative.?’® Substantial investments in scope and scale have the
potential to reshape the Horn of Africa’s economic and infrastructural landscape while posing
considerable challenges that need to be navigated with balanced and transparent policies. On the
positive side, China’s investments have catalyzed significant economic growth in the region.
Infrastructure projects like roads, railways, and ports have improved connectivity withinthe Horn
of Africa and opened new avenues for trade and commerce within and with the outside world.
These projects, often part of China’s broader Belt and Road Initiative, have been instrumental in
bridging infrastructural gaps in these countries, thereby facilitating economic development.

Additionally, the influx of Chinese capital and technology has spurred job creation, providing
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much-needed employment opportunities for the local populace. These developments can
potentially elevate living standards and contribute to the economic upliftment of the region.

The influx of Chinese investment has also generated several substantive challenges for the
region. One of the primary concerns is the issue of unsustainable debt.2’® The financing models
adopted for many of these infrastructure projects often leave the recipient countries in significant
debt to China. This situation raises concerns about the long-term economic sovereignty of these
nations, with fears of a ‘debt trap” situation where countries might become overly dependent on
China, compromising their financial and political autonomy. Furthermore, the transparency and
fairness of these investmentand loan agreements have been subject to scrutiny and debate. There
have been instances where the terms of these agreements have not been fully disclosed to the
public, leading to skepticism and apprehension about the true intentions behind China’s
investments.

Another challenge posed by Chinese investments in the Horn of Africa pertains to labor
practices. There have been reports of Chinese companies importing their labor force, thereby
limiting employment opportunities for local communities. Concerns about labor rights and
working conditions in projects managed by Chinese firms have also been raised. These issues not
only affect the local workforce but also raise ethical questions about the sustainability and equity
of these investments.

Therefore, balanced and transparent policies in managing Chinese investments are
paramount. Such policies are vital to ensuring that the benefits of these investments are maximized

while mitigating their adverse effects.?’” This requires a collaborative approach involving the
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Chinese investors and the governments of the Horn of Africa nations. Policies that ensure fair labor
practices, safeguard local workers’ rights, and promote local labor hiring must be formulated.
Additionally, transparency in the terms of investment and loan agreements is essential to ensure
that these deals are fair and do not jeopardize the financial autonomy of the recipient countries.
There needs to be a focus on ensuring that these investments align with the long-term
developmental goals of the region. This involves carefully assessing the funded projects, ensuring
they contribute to environmentally friendly and sustainable development. It also requires
implementing policies that prevent the creation of a mono-economy dependent solely on Chinese

investments, thereby diversifying the economic base of these countries.

4. Considerations of Stakeholders and Outcomes

The evolving dynamics of China’s presence in the Horn of Africa necessitate a focused
approach that involves wider stakeholders and ensures equitable outcomes. This region,
characterized by its strategic location and rich resources, has become a focal point for China’s
expansive foreign policy. As China continues to deepen its engagement in the Horn of Africa,
incorporating diverse perspectives and interests in decision-making becomes increasingly
paramount. This inclusive approach is crucial for the immediate stakeholders in the region and for
maintaining a balanced global geopolitical landscape. The involvement of a broad range of
stakeholders, including local governments, regional organizations, civil society, and international
bodies, is essential in discussions and decisions related to China’s activities in the Horn of Africa.
Such a multi-stakeholder approach ensures that different groups' diverse needs and concerns are

addressed, leading to more sustainable and beneficial outcomes for all parties involved. For
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instance, local communities must have a voice in projects that affect their livelihoods and
environment. At the same time, regional organizations can provide insights into the broader
impacts on regional stability and development. Civil society groups can play a critical role in
ensuring transparency and accountability, and international bodies can offer a global perspective,
ensuring that actions align with international norms and standards. Equitable outcomes from
China’s presence in the region are crucial. This involves ensuring that the benefits of Chinese
investments, such as infrastructure development and economic growth, are widely shared and do
not disproportionately favor certain groups at the expense of others. It also means safeguarding
against potential negative impacts, such as environmental degradation, social displacement, and
the erosion of local cultures and traditions. Policies and agreements should be crafted to guarantee
that China’s involvement contributes positively to the region’s long-term development goals,
respecting the sovereignty and autonomy of the Horn of Africa nations.?®

Looking ahead, the need for continuous monitoring and analysis of China’s presence in the
Horn of Africa cannot be overstated. This ongoing scrutiny is vital for understanding the evolving
nature of China’s engagement and its implications for the region. Continuous monitoring allows
for assessing the impacts of Chinese investments and policies over time, providing data that can
inform future decision-making. It also ensures that emerging challenges or issues can be identified
and addressed promptly, preventing long-term negative consequences. The potential future
developments and their implications for the Horn of Africa, China, and the global community are
manifold. As China continues to expand its influence in the region, it could lead to significant
shifts in the geopolitical landscape. For the Horn of Africa, this could mean increased economic

growth and development but also challenges related to sovereignty and managing external
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influences. This engagement represents an opportunity for China to secure its interests in a
strategically important region. Still, it also poses risks related to geopolitical tensions and the
complexities of operating in diverse political and cultural environments. At the global level,
China’s presence in the Horn of Africa could lead to reconfiguring international alliances and
power structures. It could challenge the traditional dominance of Western powers in the region and
contribute to a more multipolar world order. However, this could also lead to increased
competition and tensions between major powers, with the Horn of Africa potentially becoming a

flashpoint for broader geopolitical rivalries.

5. Implications and Continued Research

The current work has examined China’s expanding role in the Horn of Africa, revealing a
complex interplay of strategic, economic, and political dimensions. The concluding remarks
synthesize these findings, highlighting the multifaceted nature of China’s involvementand its far-
reaching implications for global power dynamics and international relations in the 21st century.
China’s presence in the Horn of Africa, marked by substantial infrastructure, energy, and
technology investments, reflects a strategic endeavor to extend its geopolitical influence. The
region’s strategic location near key maritime routes, coupled with its wealth of natural resources,
has made it an area of significant interest for China. Through its investments, China has pursued
economic growth and sought to establish a foothold in a region of global significance. These
actions indicate China’s broader ambitions to play a more pronounced role on the worldwide stage,
extending its reach beyond its traditional sphere of influence.

The economic implications of China’s activities in the region are similarly impactful. On

the one hand, these investments have spurred economic development, created job opportunities,
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and improved infrastructure, contributing to the region’s growth and connectivity. On the other
hand, they have also brought challenges, such as concerns over unsustainable debt and potentially
exploitative labor practices. These dual outcomes highlight the need for balanced and transparent
policies to maximize the benefits of China’s investments while mitigating adverse effects.
Politically, China’s growing influence in the Horn of Africa has significantly shifted the region’s
power dynamics. China’s involvement in domestic politics and its partnership with international
organizations like the African Union have reshaped traditional alliances and introduced new
elements to the geopolitical landscape. This shift has impacted the region and has broader
implications for global power structures, signaling a move towards a more multipolar world order.

Reflecting on the broader implications of this work, China’s role in the Horn of Africaisa
microcosm of the changing nature of international relations in the 21st century. Its approach,
characterized by a blend of economic engagement and strategic positioning, exemplifies the tactics
of emerging powers in the global arena. As such, this study provides valuable insights into the
evolving dynamics of global power, where the rise of new actors is increasingly challenging
traditional Western dominance.

Furthermore, China’s activities in the Horn of Africa highlight the growing importance of
regions previously on the periphery of major power considerations. These regions are now at the
forefront of global geopolitics, playing crucial roles in the strategies of major world powers. This
shift underscores the need for a more nuanced understanding of international relations that

recognizes the significance of diverse regions and the interplay of various global actors.
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